
U.S. War Games 
Seen As Warning 
To Syria’s Assad 

JAMAL HALABY 
Associated Press 
ZARQA, Jordan (AP) — 

Under the watchful eye 
of stern-faced American 
advisers, hundreds of U.S.- 
trained Jordanian com¬ 
mandos fanned across this 
dusty desert plain, hold¬ 
ing war games that could 
eventually form the basis of 
an assault in Syria. 


A U.S. Navy Seahawk 
helicopter hovers over 
Jordanian naval craft during 
joint maneuvers in the Gulf 
of Aqaba, Jordan, Tuesday, 
June 18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo) 

With the recent deploy¬ 
ment of Patriot missiles near 
the Syrian border, and the 
mock Syrian accents of 
those playing the enemy, 
the message was clear: 
There is fear of spillover 
from the Syrian war in this 
U.S.-allied kingdom, and 
the potential for a Jorda¬ 
nian role in securing Syria’s 
chemical weapons stock¬ 
piles should Bashar Assad’s 
regime lose control. 
Dubbed Eager Lion, the 
12-day exercise involves 
combined land, air and 
sea maneuvers across the 
country. It brings together 
8,000 personnel from 19 
Arab and European na¬ 
tions to train on border 
security, irregular warfare, 
terrorism and counterinsur¬ 
gency. 

Continued on Page 2 


Muhammad Naeem a representative of the Taliban speaks during a press conference at the official opening of their office in Doha, 
Qatar, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. In a major breakthrough, the Taliban and the U.S. announced Tuesday that they will hold talks on 
finding a political solution to ending nearly 12 years of war in Afghanistan as the Islamic militant movement opened an office in 
Qatar. 

(AP Photo/Osama Faisal) 

Taliban step toward peace talks hailed by U.S . 


MATTHEW ROSENBERG 
ALISSA J. RUBIN 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Taliban 
signaled a breakthrough 
in efforts to open Afghan 
peace negotiations Tues¬ 
day, announcing the 
opening of a political office 
in Qatar and new readiness 
to talk with U.S. and Afghan 
officials, who said in turn 
that they would travel to 
meet insurgent negotiators 
there within days. 

If the talks begin, they 
would be a significant step 


in peace efforts that have 
been locked in an impasse 
for nearly 18 months, af¬ 
ter the Taliban walked out 
and accused the United 
States of negotiating in 
bad faith. U.S. officials have 
long pushed for such talks, 
believing them crucial to 
stabilizing Afghanistan after 
the 2014 Western military 
withdrawal. 

The Taliban overture coin¬ 
cided with an important 
symbolic moment in that 
withdrawal: the formal an¬ 
nouncement Tuesday of 


a complete security han¬ 
dover from U.S. froops to 
Afghan forces across the 
country. And that shift has 
already become obvious 
in recent months as the Af¬ 
ghan forces have tangibly 
taken the lead - and as the 
Taliban have responded by 
increasing the tempo of at¬ 
tacks against them. 

Yet since at least 2009, even 
top U.S. generals main¬ 
tained that it could not 
be won on the battlefield, 
and U.S. diplomats have 
engaged in nearly three 


years of secret meetings 
and working through diplo¬ 
matic back channels to lay 
the groundwork for talks to 
begin. Diplomats and inter¬ 
mediaries from Germany, 
Norway and Britain have 
also played crucial roles, 
administration officials said 
Tuesday, and some said 
they believed Pakistan had 
played a more active role 
in recent months to urge 
the exiled Taliban leader¬ 
ship to move toward talks. 

Continued on Page 4 
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US war games in Jordan send strong signal to Assad 


Continued from front 

Marine Corps Lt. Col. Duke 
Shienle said Syria “is a con¬ 
cern that all our regional 
partners share.” 

The Syrian crisis is “causing 
all military in the region to 
increase intensity,” he said 
as he supervised masked 
commandos in black uni¬ 
forms from Jordan and 
two other Syria neighbors 
— Iraq and Lebanon — in 
a mock exercise to free a 
hijacked aircraft on an air¬ 
strip in the eastern Jorda¬ 
nian desert. 

Nearby, U.S. military strate¬ 
gists taught Jordanian riot 
police to quickly contain 
a mock protest by angry 
mobs in a crowded refu¬ 
gee camp. The trainers re¬ 
fused to name the camp, 
but the trainees said it 
was “Zaatari,” a reference 
to a refugee settlement 
straddling the border with 
Syria that shelters around 
185,000 displaced Syrians. 
“We want freedom! We 
want a free Syria!” the 
trainees shouted, speaking 
the Syrian dialect as they 
depicted Syrian refugees. 
Others looked on from un¬ 
der dusty tents pitched on 
a strip of desert outside 
a Jordanian army com¬ 
pound. The location of this 
exercise and others could 
not be disclosed in line 
with Jordanian army regu¬ 
lations. 

Elsewhere, in the south, 
hundreds of masked Jor¬ 
danian commandos in 
black uniforms used ma¬ 
chine-guns, rocket pro¬ 
pellers and tanks to over¬ 
whelm an enemy target 
as Jordanian helicopters 
and fighter jets — all part 
of previous American do¬ 
nations — buzzed the skies 
overhead. 

“We want to tell anyone 
with malicious intentions 
toward Jordan that we 
can hit back where it hurts 
most painfully,” said one 
Jordanian commando, 
speaking under scorching 
sun in the arid mountain 
region. He could not be 
named under army regula¬ 
tions and declined to say if 
the enemy he was fighting 
was Assad’s army. 

Other training focused on 


humanitarian relief and 
crisis management and in¬ 
volves 7,000 civilians from 
non-governmental orga¬ 
nizations engaged in pro¬ 
viding assistance to Syrian 
refugees, said Tawfiq Hen- 
nawi of the International 
Committee of the Red 
Cross, one of the partici¬ 
pating NGOs. 

Jordan hosts more than 
half a million Syrians who 


fled Assad’s military on¬ 
slaught and that number is 
expected to rise to 1.2 mil¬ 
lion by the end of the year. 
“These exercises bolster our 
defense capabilities," said 
Jordanian army Maj. Gen. 
Awni Edwan, adding that 
the Eager Lion exercises, 
which end Thursday, are 
routine, having being held 
twice before at the same 
time.“We don’t intend to 


attack anybody,” he said. 
Jordan has been leery 
that Assad may eventually 
use his chemical weapons 
against his neighbors, or 
if his regime starts to col¬ 
lapse, his stockpile may fall 
into the hands of al-Qaida 
or other militants who are 
trying to rise to power in 
Syria. 

There has been mounting 
speculation that should 


Assad’s regime begin to 
lose control, Jordan will 
dispatch its highly-skilled, 
U.S.-trained and equipped 
commandos to secure 
Assad’s chemical weapons 
and create a safe haven 
for Syrian refugees along 
the 230-mile (375-kilome- 
ter) border with Jordan, ac¬ 
cording to a Western dip¬ 
lomat who monitors Syria 
from his base in Jordan. □ 



U.S. Navy sailors stand in formation aboard the USS Stockdale before maneuvers with the Jordanian Navy in the Gulf of Aqaba, 
Jordan as part of Eager Lion, a multinational military exercise, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo) 


Iran’s president meets newly elected successor 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's 
president has discussed 
transferring power in a 
meeting with his newly 
elected successor, the of¬ 
ficial IRNA news agency 
reported Tuesday. 

The report said President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
congratulated Hasan Row- 
hani on his victory in the 
Friday election. Rowhani 
won the election outright 
by gaining nearly 51 per¬ 
cent of the vote, eliminat¬ 
ing the need for a runoff. 
He is considered relatively 
moderate, though he 
backs pursuing Iran’s sus¬ 
pect nuclear development 
program.Rowhani has 

pledged to work for better 



Outgoing Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, center, 
and President-elect Hasan Rowhani, right, make their way dur¬ 
ing their meeting at Rowhani’s office in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, 
June 18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Ebrahim Seyyedi) 


ties with the world, aiming 
to reduce the West's sanc¬ 
tions against Iran over the 
nuclear issue. The West sus¬ 
pects Iran intends to build 
nuclear weapons. Iran 
denies the charge. Ahma¬ 
dinejad was demonstrably 
hostile to the West, and his 
frequent belligerent state¬ 
ments were seen as wors¬ 
ening the already tense 
relations between Iran and 
the world. At the meet¬ 
ing between the outgoing 
and incoming presidents, 
Ahmadinejad said his ad¬ 
ministration “is ready to 
transfer all responsibilities 
to the next government in 
a proper way,” according 
to the report. □ 
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The Ins & Outs Of The 
G-8 Summit Promises 

DAVID McHUGH 
Associated Press 

ENNISKILLEN, Northern Ireland (AP) — Group of Eight sum¬ 
mit participants are powerful people: the leaders of the 
U.S., Russia, Britain, Germany, France, Italy, Canada and 
Japan, plus top officials from the European Union. But they 
only make promises. 

There’s no actual change until the words are pursued by 
individual governments or other international organiza¬ 
tions. Sometimes G-8 promises contain few details about 
how they’ll be fulfilled. Other times they skip over places 
where the leaders couldn’t agree. 

With that in mind, these are highlights of the summit’s con¬ 
cluding statement Tuesday. 

SYRIA’S WAR 

The G-8 unified behind a U.S.-Russian proposal fora peace 
conference. But Russian President Vladimir Putin didn’t 
budge from his support for Syrian President Bashar Assad. 
President Barack Obama says the U.S. plans to send arms 
to the rebels and British Prime Minister David Cameron 
called it "unthinkable” that Assad could stay as a player 
in Syria’s future government. Missing was any shared view 
on Assad’s fate or on the question of arming either side. 
Still, they agreed that a U.N. mission should be permitted 
to investigate U.S. assertions that Syrian government forces 
have used chemical weapons. 

TAX DODGING 

Leaders agreed in principle to take steps to stop interna¬ 
tional corporations from taking aggressive steps to shifting 
business addresses and the reporting of profits across bor¬ 
ders “to low-tax jurisdictions.” 

They supported a project by the Organization on Econom¬ 
ic Cooperation and Development, a group of mostly rich 
countries, to come up with an action plan for a meeting 
of the Group of 20 finance ministers in July. The G-20 is a 
broader group of both rich and developing countries rep¬ 
resenting 80 percent of the world economy. It has taken 
over from the G-8 as the main forum for talks on the global 
economy. 

Skepticism abounds over tackling such an immensely com¬ 
plex subject. U.S. Sen. Carl Levin, a Democrat from Michi¬ 
gan who has held hearings on offshore tax avoidance by 
profitable multinational corporations, said the measures 
could "strike a hammer blow” against offshore tax evasion 
“if carried out.” 

SHELL COMPANIES 

The leaders agreed in principle that tax authorities should 
be told who really stands behind so-called shell compa¬ 
nies used to avoid taxes and launder money obtained 
through corruption. 

But the G-8 made no explicit call to create a registry of 
so-called beneficial owners or to make the information 
public. 

FREE TRADE 

The U.S. and European Union members agreed to open 
negotiations next month in Washington on a broad trade 
agreement to slash tariffs and other barriers that restrict 
exports and competition. The full summit rejected efforts 
to protect domestic markets and urged "driving forward 
free trade" under the central role of the World Trade Or¬ 
ganization, a forum where countries can settle their trade 
disputes. 

OIL AND MINING 

Often, the money that oil and mining companies pay to 
governments in the developing world disappears into a 
corrupt accounting system.Q 


G-8 ends with leaders seeking unity 


C. VINOGRAD 

S. POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
ENNISKILLEN, Northern 
Ireland (AP) — President 
Barack Obama, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
and other G-8 leaders at¬ 
tempted to speak with one 
voice Tuesday on seeking 
a negotiated Syrian peace 
settlement — yet couldn’t 
publicly agree on whether 
this means President Bashar 
Assad must go. 

Their declaration at the 
end of the two-day Group 
of Eight summit sought 


to narrow the diplomatic 
chasm between Assad's 
key backer, Russia, and 
Western leaders on start¬ 
ing peace talks in Geneva 
to end a two-year civil war 
that has claimed an esti¬ 
mated 93,000 lives. 

G-8 leaders also published 
sweeping goals for tighten¬ 
ing the tax rules on globe¬ 
trotting corporations that 
long have exploited loop¬ 
holes to shift profits into for¬ 
eign shelters that charge 
little tax or none. But that 
initiative, aimed at forcing 
the Googles and Apples 
of the world to pay higher 
taxes, contained only as¬ 
pirations, not binding com¬ 
mitments. 

The declaration on Syria 
said the country needs a 
new coalition government 
with “a top leadership 
that inspires public confi¬ 


dence,” a definition that to 
British, French or American 
eyes would rule out Assad. 
It made no reference 
to sending U.S., British or 
French weapons to rebels, 
an option being kept open 
by the three G-8 members. 
Russia refused to back any 
declaration that made 
Assad's ouster an explicit 
goal, arguing that it would 
be impossible to start 
peace talks with a prede¬ 
termined outcome. 
Reflecting the profound 
divisions that remain, the 
British host, Prime Minister 


David Cameron, declared 
it was “unthinkable that 
President Assad can play 
any part in the future gov¬ 
ernment of his country. He 
has blood on his hands. He 
has used chemical weap¬ 
ons.” 

Putin — speaking at the 
same time as Cameron at 
a different location in a 
gesture that some diplo¬ 
mats construed as rude — 
rejected Cameron’s views 
as unproven. 

And referring to last 
month’s butchery of an 
off-duty British soldier in 
London by alleged ax- 
and knife-wielding Muslim 
extremists, Putin warned 
Cameron that the weap¬ 
ons sent to Syria might end 
up being used to kill peo¬ 
ple in Europe. 

“There are many such 
criminals in the ranks of the 


(Syrian) opposition, such as 
those who committed the 
brutal murder in London. 
Do the Europeans want 
to provide such people 
with weapons? ... We are 
calling on all our partners 
to thoroughly think it over 
again before taking this 
very dangerous step," Pu¬ 
tin said. 

Reflecting growing unease 
at the behavior of Muslim 
extremists in the ranks of 
Syria's splintered opposi¬ 
tion forces, the G-8 dec¬ 
laration said participants 
in any peace talks must 


agree to expel al-Qaida- 
linked fighters from the 
country. 

The declaration con¬ 
demned human rights 
abuses committed by gov¬ 
ernment forces and rebels 
alike, and called on both 
sides to permit access by 
U.N.-led chemical weap¬ 
ons experts trying to in¬ 
vestigate the contentious 
claims of chemical weap¬ 
ons use. 

In its only concrete com¬ 
mitment, the plan pledges 
a further $1.5 billion in aid 
for Syrians driven from their 
homes by the conflict: 4.2 
million within Syria and 1.6 
million more taking refuge 
in neighboring countries. 
The G-8 noted that the new 
funds would cover only 
part of the United Nations' 
2013 appeal for $5.2 billion 
in Syria-directed aidO 



Members of the NGO group Oxfam, dressed in golf clothes and wearing paper mache masks, 
imitate G-8 leaders during a demonstration at the Enniskillen Golf course near the venue of the 
G-8 summit in Enniskillen, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Peter Morrison) 
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Immigration bill would slash deficit, budget office finds 


ASHLEY PARKER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Congres¬ 
sional budget analysts said 
Tuesday that legislation to 
overhaul the nation’s im¬ 
migration laws would cut 
close to $1 trillion from the 
federal deficit over the 
next two decades and 
lead to more than 10 mil¬ 
lion new legal residents in 
the country. 

A long-awaited analysis by 
the Congressional Budget 
Office found that the ben¬ 
efits of an increase in legal 
residents from immigration 
legislation currently being 
debated in the Senate - 
which includes a pathway 
to citizenship - would out¬ 
weigh the costs. 

The report estimates that in 
the first decade after the 
immigration bill is carried 
out, the net effect of add¬ 
ing millions of additional 
taxpayers would decrease 
the federal budget deficit 
by $197 billion, even with 
higher spending on border 
security and government 
benefits. Over the next de¬ 


cade, the report found, the 
deficit reduction would be 
even greater - an estimat¬ 
ed $700 billion, from 2024 to 
2033. 

The report was quickly 
seized on by backers of 
the bill as a boost to its 
prospects. Sen. Charles E. 


Schumer, D-N.Y., one of 
the bill’s authors, said the 
report “debunks the idea 
that immigration reform 
is anything other than a 
boon to our economy." 

The report came on the 
same day that Speaker 
John A. Boehner said that 


he would not bring any im¬ 
migration measure to the 
floor for a vote unless it had 
the support of a majority of 
House Republicans, raising 
potential new obstacles to 
congressional approval of 
a broad immigration over¬ 
haul. 


As the Senate headed 
toward votes on amend¬ 
ments in its second week of 
considering an immigration 
measure, Boehner tried to 
put to rest discussion that 
he would consider push¬ 
ing through an immigration 
bill with a combination of 
Democrats and a minority 
of receptive Republicans 
in the House, where con¬ 
servative Republican senti¬ 
ment runs strongly against 
allowing those who en¬ 
tered the country illegally 
to qualify for legal status. 

“I also suggested to our 
members today that any 
immigration reform bill 
that is going to go into law 
ought to have a majority 
of both parties’ support if 
we’re really serious about 
making that happen, and 
so I don’t see any way of 
bringing an immigration 
bill to the floor that doesn't 
have a majority support 
of Republicans," Boehner 
said at a news conference 
after meeting with House 
Republicans. 

Boehner's comments, both 
privately in the closed-door 
meeting at the Capitol Hill 
Club and publicly, came 
as some House Republi¬ 
cans have begun to draw 
a firm and vocal line in the 
sand, warning Boehner 
that his speakership could 
be at risk if he tries to force 
through an immigration bill 
without the support of his 
conference. 

In an interview with World 
Net Daily radio on Mon¬ 
day, Rep. Dana Rohra- 
bacher, R-Calif., said Boeh¬ 
ner “should be removed 
as speaker" if, on immigra¬ 
tion, he violates the “Hast¬ 
ed rule" - an unofficial prin¬ 
ciple named for J. Dennis 
Hastert, a former Repub¬ 
lican speaker who would 
rarely allow a vote on a 
bill that did not have the 
support of a majority of his 
conference. 

Though Boehner has vio¬ 
lated the Hastert rule sev¬ 
eral times this year - to help 
avert a fiscal showdown, 
provide relief for victims of 
Hurricane Sandy and pass 
the Violence Against Wom¬ 
en Act - he explicitly said 
on Tuesday that he would 
not take up an immigration 
bill without the support of a 
majority of his party. □ 



Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY.) makes his way to a weekly policy luncheon on Capitol Hill in Washing¬ 
ton, June 18, 2013. Congressional budget analysts said Tuesday that legislation to overhaul the 
nation’s immigration laws would cut close to $1 trillion from the federal deficit over the next two 
decades and lead to more than 10 million new legal residents in the country. 

(Christopher Gregory/The New York Times) 


Taliban step toward peace talks hailed by U.S. 


Continued from front 

President Barack Obama 
called the Taliban’s an¬ 
nouncement “an impor¬ 
tant first step toward rec¬ 
onciliation,” but cautioned 
that it was only “a very 
early step.” 

“We anticipate there 
will be a lot of bumps in 
the road," Obama said 
at a meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Frangois Hollande 
of France at the Group of 
Eight summit meeting in 
Northern Ireland. 

There have been plenty of 
bumps already. Over the 
past 18 months, the peace 
effort has encountered 
pressure from nearly ev¬ 
ery quarter at one time or 
another: President Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan, the 
exiled Taliban leadership, 
the Taliban's patrons in 
Pakistan, and critics in the 
United States who have re¬ 
acted coolly to what they 
perceive as talking to ter¬ 
rorists. 

A pair of Afghan mullahs 
in black turbans made the 
Taliban announcement in 


a televised address broad¬ 
cast from Doha, the capi¬ 
tal of Qatar. The Taliban's 
political and military goals 
“are limited to Afghani¬ 
stan,” said Muhammad 
Naim, the Taliban spokes¬ 
man who read the state¬ 
ment. 

The Taliban “would not al¬ 
low anyone to threaten 
the security of other coun¬ 
tries from the soil of Af¬ 
ghanistan," Naim added, 
and seeks “a political and 
peaceful solution" to the 
conflict. The appearance 
seemed to answer one im¬ 
mediate question hang¬ 
ing over the peace efforts: 
who was empowered to 
speak for the Taliban’s se¬ 
cretive leader in exile. Mul¬ 
lah Muhammad Omar. U.S. 
officials said that recent sig¬ 
nals had made them sure 
that the Qatar office was 
being opened by Mullah 
Omar’s true intermediaries, 
including the insurgents’ 
stated lead negotiator, 
Tayeb Agha. 

As well, the Taliban’s word¬ 
ing Tuesday adhered to 
previous requirements by 
U.S. officials in informal 


talks in recent weeks, offi¬ 
cials said. In particular, the 
statement represented the 
beginning of what is hoped 
will become a public break 
with al-Qaida, which the 
Taliban sheltered before 
the Sept. 11 attacks, the of¬ 
ficials said. 

“Together, they fulfill the re¬ 
quirement for the Taliban 
to open a political office 
in Doha for the purposes 
of negotiation with the Af¬ 
ghan government,” a se¬ 
nior Obama administration 
official said. 

Along with getting the 
Taliban to disown interna¬ 
tional terrorist groups, the 
ultimate goal of the talks, 
from a Western and Af¬ 
ghan government point of 
view, is to persuade the Tal¬ 
iban to disarm and to ac¬ 
cept the Afghan Constitu¬ 
tion. While Western officials 
have in the past suggested 
that the constitution can 
be changed, the Obama 
administration on Tuesday 
stressed that accepting 
the current charter’s “pro¬ 
tections for women and mi¬ 
norities” was considered a 
condition of any eventual 


peace deal. 

In the shorter term, U.S. of¬ 
ficials said U.S. envoys are 
to meet later this week with 
Taliban representatives 
in Qatar, and then mem¬ 
bers of Afghanistan’s High 
Peace Council, which is to 
represent the government 
in talks, are to travel to the 
Persian Gulf emirate to sit 
down with the insurgents. 
But the first meetings will 
probably feature little 
more than an exchange 
of agendas, another senior 
administration official said, 
cautioning against expec¬ 
tations for the talks to yield 
substantive results any time 
soon. 

“There is no guarantee that 
this will happen quickly, if at 
all," the official said. 

Talks between the United 
States and the Taliban “can 
help advance the process, 
but the core of it is going to 
be negotiations among Af¬ 
ghans and the level of trust 
on both sides is extremely 
low, as one would expect,” 
the official said. “So it is go¬ 
ing to be a long hard pro¬ 
cess if indeed it advances 
significantly at all.’O 
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US House passes far-reaching anti-abortion bill 


Penny Nance, president 
of Concerned Women 
for America, called it “the 
most important pro-life bill 
to be considered by the 
U.S. Congress in the last 10 
years.” 

Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi called the legisla¬ 
tion “yet another Republi¬ 
can attempt to endanger 
women.” 

Democrats repeatedly 
pointed out that all 23 Re¬ 
publicans on the cham¬ 
ber’s Judiciary Committee 
that approved the mea¬ 
sure last week are men. 

The Republican leader¬ 
ship moved ahead on 
the abortion bill after the 
case of Kermit Gosnell, the 
Philadelphia abortion doc¬ 
tor who was recently sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison for 
what prosecutors said was 
the murder of three babies 


delivered alive. Abortion 
foes said it exemplified the 
inhumanity of lafe-ferm 
abortions. 

Some 10 states have 
passed laws similar to the 
House bill, and several are 
facing court challenges. 
Last month a federal court 
struck down as unconstitu¬ 
tional Arizona’s law. 
According to the Guttm- 
acher Institute, a New York- 
based reproductive health 
research organization that 
supports abortion rights, 1.3 
percent of the 1.2 million 
abortions in the country in 
2009 — about 15,600 — oc¬ 
curred 20 weeks after the 
fetus was conceived. 
Supporters of the legisla¬ 
tion also contended that 
fetuses can feel pain after 
about 20 weeks. Oppo¬ 
nents say such findings are 
inconclusive. □ 



Rep. Trent Franks, R-Ariz., arrives on Capitol Hill in Washington, 
Tuesday, June 18, 2013, at House Judiciary Committee hearing 
to discuss the Strengthen and Fortify Enforcement Act. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. House of Representa¬ 
tives passed a far-reaching 
anti-abortion bill that con¬ 
servatives saw as a mile¬ 
stone in their 40-year cam¬ 
paign against legalized 
abortion and Democrats 
condemned as another 
example of what they see 
as Republicans’ war on 
women. 

The legislation, sparked by 
the murder conviction of 
a Philadelphia late-term 
abortion provider, would 
restrict almost all abor¬ 
tions to the first 20 weeks 
after conception, defying 
laws in most states that al¬ 
low abortions up to when 
the fetus becomes viable, 


usually considered to be 
around 24 weeks. 

The legislation lays further 
groundwork for the ongo¬ 
ing legal battle that abor¬ 
tion foes hope will eventu¬ 
ally result in forcing the Su¬ 
preme Court to reconsider 
its landmark 1973 decision. 
Roe v. Wade, that made 
abortion legal. 

In the short term, though, 
the bill will go nowhere. 
The Democratic-controlled 
Senate will ignore it, and 
the White House says the 
president would veto it if it 
ever reached his desk. The 
White House said the mea¬ 
sure was “an assault on a 
woman’s right to choose." 
But it was a banner day 
for social conservatives. 
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FCC nominee points to his lobbying experience 


EDWARD WYATT 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama's nominee 
to head the Federal Com¬ 
munications Commission 
told a Senate committee 
on Tuesday that his experi¬ 
ence as the leader of lob¬ 
bying groups for the cable 
television and cellphone in¬ 
dustries had convinced him 
that the agency needs to 
promote competition over 
regulation. 

The nominee, Tom Wheeler, 
told the Senate Commerce 
Committee that the FCC's 
championing of compe¬ 
tition was especially im¬ 
portant given Americans’ 
heavy dependence on 
communications networks 
in education, public safety 
and consumer services. 
“Competition is a power 
unto itself that must be en¬ 
couraged," he said. “Com¬ 
petitive markets produce 
better outcomes than reg¬ 
ulated or uncompetitive 
markets.” 

The playing down of the 
role of regulation could 
worry Democrats on the 
committee and advocates 
of consumer-friendly over- 


BOB CHRISTIE 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — A Texas 
congressman who was 
choking on a piece of pop¬ 
corn is thanking a fellow Re¬ 
publican from Arizona and 
a House staffer who is also 
a doctor for stepping in to 
help.A spokeswoman for 
Rep. Ted Poe said the five- 
term congressman from 
the state's 2nd District was 
eating dinner at the Capi¬ 
tol Hill Club in Washington 
Thursday when he began 
choking. Poe spokeswom¬ 
an Shaylyn Hynes said Ari¬ 
zona Rep. Matt Salmon was 
eating nearby and he and 


sight of industries that are 
growing rapidly - perhaps 
too fast in recent years for 
government overseers to 
keep track of them. 

It is his experience in those 


industries rather than as a 
regulator, Wheeler said, 
that provides his primary 
strengths. 

As chief executive of the 
National Cable and Tele¬ 
communications Associa¬ 
tion in the 1980s, “I fought 
against the FCC’s rules 
limiting cable’s ability to 
compete with new video 


another bystander jumped 
into action and began do¬ 
ing the Heimlich maneuver 
to clear Poe’s airway. 

“They did that for a few 
minutes and it didn’t ap¬ 
pear to be dislodging,” 
Salmon spokeswoman Kris¬ 
tine Michalson said Tues¬ 
day. Salmon began call¬ 
ing for someone to call 
the emergency dispatcher 
and for a doctor. 

Hynes said that's when Re¬ 
publican House staffer Dr. 
Nick Muzin jumped in. As 
Salmon kept trying to dis¬ 
lodge the popcorn with 
strong slaps to the back, 
Muzin did the Heimlich ma- 


services,” Wheeler said. 
“I worked for the ability of 
competitors to bring servic¬ 
es into the home.” 

Similarly, Wheeler said that 
his tenure in the 1990s as 


head of the cellular phone 
trade group, which is now 
known as CTIA: The Wire¬ 
less Association, was one in 
which startup and rapidly 
growing cellphone com¬ 
petitors were at the fore¬ 
front of wholesale changes 
in communications. 

“During my tenure, that 
competition was expand- 


neuver again and was suc¬ 
cessful. The events were first 
reported by the National 
Review. “He finished up 
his meal afterward,” Hynes 
said. “He was in good spir¬ 
its, joking around. He told 
me that he choked up 
when he heard the score of 
the Congressional baseball 
game, in which the Repub¬ 
licans were being slaugh¬ 
tered by the Democrats.” 
Muzin is director of coali¬ 
tions at the House Repub¬ 
lican Conference and a 
licensed physician. 

Poe, 64, has served in the 
House since 2005 and is 
a former prosecutor and 


ed by the auctions of 1994, 
wireless was increasingly 
used in place of wireline, 
and wireless data turned 
the phone into a pocket 
computer,” Wheeler said. 
“All of these develop¬ 
ments brought with them 
new policy challenges,” he 
added, challenges that are 
no smaller today as wire¬ 
less becomes the primary 
method of broadband and 
voice communication for 
millions of Americans. 
Among the issues the 
FCC faces is determining 
whether the wireless phone 
market is competitive. The 
agency prepares an annu¬ 
al analysis for Congress on 
competition in the wireless 
business. 

But in the last three years, 
the FCC has declined to 
say outright whether there 
is adequate competition 
in the wireless business - 
which has raised the ire of 
the wireless industry. 

In a filing with the FCC on 
Monday, for example, Ve¬ 
rizon said the FCC’s next 
annual report, due in early 
2014, “should correct the 
analytical errors” in its last 
analysis.Q 


judge. Salmon, 55, was 
elected to represent Ari¬ 
zona’s 5th District in No¬ 
vember. He represented 
an earlier version of the 
district for three terms in the 
1990s, but ended his ten¬ 
ure in Congress to follow a 
pledge that he would serve 
only three terms. 

Poe returned to Texas for 
the weekend and was 
back in Washington as usu¬ 
al on Monday. 

“He’s thankful of course 
there were some good Sa¬ 
maritans around,” Hynes 
said. “The right people in 
the right place at the right 
time. “□ 


Google asks US 
secret court to 
lift its gag order 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Google on Tuesday sharply 
challenged the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment's gag order on 
its Internet surveillance 
program, citing what it de¬ 
scribed as a constitutional 
free speech right to di¬ 
vulge how many requests 
it receives from the gov¬ 
ernment for data about its 
customers in the name of 
national security. 

The move came in a legal 
motion filed in the secretive 
Foreign Intelligence Surveil¬ 
lance Court and is aimed 
at mending Google’s rep¬ 
utation after it was identi¬ 
fied this month as one of 
nine U.S. Internet compa¬ 
nies that gave the National 
Security Agency access to 
data on its customers. 
Revelations about the pro¬ 
gram, known as PRISM, 
by a former NSA contrac¬ 
tor has opened a debate 
about the privacy of Amer¬ 
ican’s communications. 
The publication of such 
data requests by the gov¬ 
ernment would answer 
questions about the num¬ 
ber of Google users or ac¬ 
counts affected by U.S. in¬ 
telligence activities. 

But it wouldn’t answer 
more critical questions on 
how much data is being 
disclosed, including wheth¬ 
er information belonging to 
Americans has been swept 
up into investigations on a 
foreign targets. 

“Google’s reputation and 
business has been harmed 
by the false or mislead¬ 
ing reports in the media, 
and Google's users are 
concerned by the allega¬ 
tions," the company’s mo¬ 
tion says. 

“Google must respond to 
such claims with more than 
generalities.” □ 



Tom Wheeler, President Barack Obama's pick to be the next 
chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, at his 
confirmation hearing before the Senate Commerce Committee 
on Capitol Hill, in Washington, June 18, 2013. 

(Mary F. Calvert for The New York Times) 


Heimlich rescues choking Texas congressman 



































U.S. NEWS I * 7 


WEDNESDAY 19 JUNE 2013 





Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and 
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean 
buffet catered by award-winning chefs. 


<^red+fbo^ 




Wednesday from 5:30 to 8:30 pm 


Book now! www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


US spy chief: 

Wall Street bombing foiled by NSA surveillance programs 


DONNA CASSATA 

KIMBERLY DOZIER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. foiled a plot to bomb 
the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change because of the 


that gathers U.S. phone 
records and another that 
is designed to track the use 
of U.S.-based Internet serv¬ 
ers by foreigners with pos¬ 
sible links to terrorism — are 
critical. But details about 


what is next for Snowden, 
he said, simply, “justice.” 
Snowden fled to Hong 
Kong and is hiding. 

In the days after the leaks. 
House Intelligence com¬ 
mittee Chairman Mike 


Rogers cited one attack 
that he said was thwarted 
by the programs. In the 
comments of other intelli¬ 
gence officials, that num¬ 
ber grew to two, then 10, 
then dozens. On Tuesday, 
Alexander said more than 
50 attacks were averted 
because of the surveil¬ 
lance. These included plots 
against the New York sub¬ 
way system and a Danish 
newspaper office that had 
published cartoon depic¬ 
tions of Muhammad. 

In a new example, Joyce 
said the NSA was able to 
identify an extremist in Ye¬ 
men who was in touch with 
Khalid Ouazzani in Kansas 
City, Missouri, enabling 
authorities to identify co¬ 
conspirators and thwart a 
plot to bomb the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Ouazzani pleaded guilty in 
May 2010 in federal court in 
Missouri to charges of con¬ 
spiracy to provide material 
support to a terrorist orga¬ 
nization, bank fraud and 
money laundering. Ouaz¬ 
zani was not charged with 


the alleged plot against 
the stock exchange. Joyce 
said the arrest was made 
possible by the Internet 
surveillance program dis¬ 
closed by Snowden. 

Joyce also said a terrorist 
financier in San Diego was 
identified and arrested in 
October 2007 because of 
a phone record provided 
by the NSA. 

The individual was making 
phone calls to a known 
designated terrorist group 
overseas, Joyce said. He 
confirmed under question¬ 
ing that the calls were to 
Somalia. Alexander said 
the Internet program had 
helped stop 90 percent of 
the 50-plus plots he cited. 
He said just over 10 of the 
plots thwarted had a con¬ 
nection inside the U.S. and 
most were helped by the 
review of phone records. 
Still, little was offered to 
substantiate claims that 
the programs have been 
successful in stopping acts 
of terrorism that would not 
have been caught with 
narrower surveillance.Q 



National Security Agency (NSA) Director Gen. Keith B. Alexander testifies on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, Tuesday, June 18, 2013, before the House Intelligence Committee. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


sweeping surveillance pro¬ 
grams at the heart of a de¬ 
bate over national secu¬ 
rity and personal privacy, 
officials said Tuesday at a 
rare open hearing on intel¬ 
ligence led by lawmakers 
sympathetic to the spying. 
The House Intelligence 
Committee hearing pro¬ 
vided a venue for officials 
to defend the once-secret 
programs and did little 
probing of claims that the 
collection of people’s 
phone records and Inter¬ 
net usage has disrupted 
dozens of terrorist plots. 
Few details were volun¬ 
teered. 

Army Gen. Keith Alexan¬ 
der, director of the Na¬ 
tional Security Agency, 
said the two recently dis¬ 
closed programs — one 


them were not closely held 
within the secretive agen¬ 
cy. Alexander said after 
the hearing that most of 
the documents accessed 
by Edward Snowden, a 
29-year-old former systems 
analyst on contract to the 
NSA, were on a web forum 
available to many NSA em¬ 
ployees. Others were on a 
site that required a special 
credential to access. Al¬ 
exander said investigators 
are studying how Snowden 
did that. 

He told lawmakers 
Snowden’s leaks have 
caused “irreversible and 
significant damage to this 
nation” and undermined 
the U.S. relationship with al¬ 
lies. 

When Deputy FBI Direc¬ 
tor Sean Joyce was asked 
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Brazil: 

Protesters clash with police in Sao Paulo 


BRADLEY BROOKS 
Associated Press 
SAO PAULO (AP) — Protest¬ 
ers surrounding the city hall 
of Brazil's biggest city have 
clashed with police when a 
small group of demonstra¬ 
tors tried to force their way 
into the building. 
GloboNews television net¬ 
work showed images of 
protesters in Sao Paulo us¬ 
ing metal barriers to smash 
windows and doors. Mu¬ 
nicipal guards with shields 
retreated into the building 
as they came under attack 
from some of the demon¬ 
strators. 

GloboNews says Sao Paulo 
Mayor Fernando Haddad 
was not in City Hall at the 
time. 

Tuesday’s protest was the 
sixth major demonstra¬ 
tion in Sao Paulo since last 
week. 

The protests started with a 
group incensed about a 
10-cent hike in subway and 
bus fares, the Free Fare 
Movement, which is mostly 
composed of students. The 
demonstrations exploded 
Monday night, however, 
after images broadcast 
nationwide showed police 
attacking the fare protest¬ 
ers during a rally Thursday in 
Sao Paulo. 

The thousands who have 
since filled Brazilian cities 
have largely hailed from 
the middle class, with many 
holding up signs complain¬ 
ing about grievances such 
as poor public safety and 
knotty bureaucracy. 

“We're massacred by the 
government's taxes, yet 
when we leave home in the 
morning to go to work, we 
don't know if we'll make it 
home alive because of the 
violence,” said Maria Clau¬ 
dia Cardoso, accompa¬ 
nied by her 16-year-old son 
at a march Monday in Sao 
Paulo. 


“We don’t have good 
schools for our kids. Our hos¬ 
pitals are in awful shape. 
Corruption is rife. These pro¬ 
tests will make history and 
wake our politicians up to 
the fact that we're not tak¬ 
ing it anymore!” 

President Dilma Rousseff, a 
former leftist guerrilla who 
was imprisoned and tor¬ 
tured during Brazil's 1964- 
85 dictatorship, appeared 
to embrace the protests 


Tuesday, even though her 
government was a prime 
target. 

“Brazil today woke up 
stronger,” she was quoted 
as saying by a statement 
released by her office. 

“The massive size of yester¬ 
day's protests prove the 
energy of our democracy, 
the force of the voice of 
the street and the civility of 
our population,” Rousseff 
said. 

The movement has gath¬ 
ered Brazilians from all 


walks of life with a central 
lament: The government 
provides woeful services 
despite a large tax burden. 
Brazilians have long toler¬ 
ated pervasive corrup¬ 
tion, even as millions have 
moved out of poverty over 
the past decade. 

Many of them have begun 
to demand more from their 
government and are an¬ 
gry that billions of dollars 
in public funds are being 


spent to host the World Cup 
and Olympics while few im¬ 
provements are made on 
infrastructure elsewhere. 
Just this week, Brazil was 
playing host to the Confed¬ 
erations Cup soccer tour¬ 
nament, seen as a warm¬ 
up to the World Cup. 

Maria do Carmo Freitas, a 
41-year-old public servant 
from Brasilia, said she was 
excited about the protests 
even though she hadn’t 
taken part. 

“I’m loving it. It’s been a 


long time since we Brazil¬ 
ians decided to leave our 
comfort zone to tell our 
leaders that we're not hap¬ 
py about the way things 
are going,” said Freitas. 
“We pay too much in taxes 
and we get bad services 
in exchange, bad hospi¬ 
tals, bad public education, 
public transportation is ter¬ 
rible.” 

Gilberto Carvalho, Rous- 
seff's general secretary. 


said the protests reflect a 
richer population. 

“The impression is that we 
have overcome some ob¬ 
stacles, but society wants 
more,” Carvalho said. 

The office of the United Na¬ 
tions' High Commissioner 
for Human rights “urged the 
Brazilian authorities today 
to exercise restraint in deal¬ 
ing with spreading social 
protests in the country and 
called on demonstrators 
not to resort to violence in 
pursuit of their demands.”□ 


Nigerian fighters 
open fire on school 
killing nine pupils 

HARUNA UMAR 
MICHELLE FAUL 
Associated Press 
MAIDUGURI, Nigeria (AP) 

— Suspected Islamic mili¬ 
tants have opened fire on 
students taking exams at 
a school in the country's 
troubled northeast, killing 
at least nine pupils in the 
latest violence to wrack 
the volatile region, wit¬ 
nesses said Tuesday. 
Bodies of the children 
in their school uniforms 
were brought to the lo¬ 
cal morgue, according 
to a hospital official who 
insisted on anonymity be¬ 
cause he was not autho¬ 
rized to release the infor¬ 
mation to journalists. 
Monday’s attack at An- 
sarudeen Private School 
in Maiduguri marked the 
second time in days that 
suspected radical fighters 
have attacked schools. 
The military reported 
that 13 people, includ¬ 
ing high school students 
and teachers, were killed 
Sunday night during a 
five-hour shootout when 
extremists attacked a 
boarding school in Dama- 
turu, the state capital of 
Yobe state. A student who 
survived that attack by 
hiding under a dormitory 
bed said dozens of fight¬ 
ers who identified them¬ 
selves as Boko Haram — 
which means “Western 
education is sacrilege” 

— ordered students to 
take them to the teach¬ 
ers' quarters, where they 
opened fire on teachers 
and students. The student 
spoke on condition of an¬ 
onymity for fear of repri¬ 
sals. Military spokesman Lt. 
Eli Lazarus said seven stu¬ 
dents, two teachers, two 
soldiers and two militants 
were killed in the attack 
and that three soldiers 
were critically injured. Q 



Protestors gather in front of the Metropolitan Cathedral in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Tuesday, June 18,2013. 
Some of the biggest demonstrations since the end of Brazil’s 1964-85 dictatorship have broke out 
across this continent-sized country, uniting multitudes frustrated by poor transportation, health 
services, education and security despite a heavy tax burden. 

(AP Photo/Nelson Antoine) 
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Turkey’s defiant PM says police to get more power 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 

Turkey's prime minister on 
Tuesday brushed aside in¬ 
ternational criticism over his 
government's crackdown 
on widespread demon¬ 
strations and vowed to in¬ 
crease the police's pow¬ 
ers to deal with the unrest. 
Meanwhile, more than 90 
people were detained in 
police raids linked to the 
protests. 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan's 
defiant stance appeared 
aimed at shoring up his 
conservative base in Tur¬ 
key, where the rallies have 
exposed fissures between 
urban and largely secularist 
Turks and the more religious 
classes. But Erdogan’s bel¬ 
licosity has dented his glob¬ 
al reputation; EU officials on 
Tuesday nixed a visit due to 
some of his comments. 
Anti-government demon¬ 
strations sprouted across 
Turkey after May 31, when 
riot police brutally cracked 
down on peaceful envi¬ 
ronmental activists who 
opposed plans to remove 
trees and develop Gezi 
Park, which lies next to Is¬ 
tanbul's famed Taksim 
Square. 

The crackdowns have con¬ 
tinued since as protests 
have spread and attract¬ 
ed a range of groups un¬ 
happy with the 10-year rule 
of Erdogan, whom many 
believe is trying to gradu¬ 
ally impose his religious and 
conservative views in Tur¬ 
key, which has long had a 


secular democracy. 

Four protesters and one 
police officer have been 
killed, and Turkey's doctors 
association said an investi¬ 
gation was underway into 
the death of a fifth person 
who was exposed to tear 
gas. More than 7,800 peo¬ 
ple have been injured; six 
are in critical condition and 
11 lost their eyesight after 
being hit by flying objects. 
Police on Tuesday raided 
homes and offices in the 
capital, Ankara, and Istan¬ 
bul, detaining at least 92 
people suspected of in¬ 
volvement in violence. The 
state-run Anadolu news 
agency said the suspects 
were detained for alleged¬ 
ly destroying public proper¬ 
ty, inciting people to revolt 
or attacking police. 
Addressing lawmakers be¬ 
longing to his Islamic-root- 
ed Justice and Develop¬ 
ment Party, Erdogan de¬ 
clared that riot police had 
acted with restraint and 
that their powers would 
be increased, giving them 
more leeway in dealing 
with future demonstrations. 
“Our security forces put up 
a successful and extremely 
patient struggle against the 
acts of violence by remain¬ 
ing within the limits set by 
democracy and the law," 
Erdogan said. 

In response to the ongo¬ 
ing confrontations, some 
protesters have adopted 
a special maneuver to get 
their point across: standing 
still. 

The trend was launched by 
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Turkey’s Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses his 
lawmakers at parliament, in Ankara, Turkey, Tuesday, June 18, 
2013. Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan says he will 
increase police powers following a wave of anti-government 
protests. The announcement came Tuesday as police carried 
out raids and detained dozens of people suspected of involve¬ 
ment in violence against officers. 

(AP Photo 


performance artist Erdem 
Gunduz, who stood silently 
for hours in Istanbul’s cen¬ 
tral Taksim Square on Mon¬ 
day night as others joined 
him and replicated the 
protest in other cities. 

As the numbers swelled 
to a few hundred, police 
broke up the demonstra¬ 
tion in Taksim late Monday, 
but by Tuesday evening 
dozens of protesters could 
be seen standing motion¬ 
less in the square. 

The United Nations and 
New York-based Human 
Rights Watch have both ex¬ 
pressed alarm over reports 
that tear gas canisters and 
pepper spray were fired 
directly at demonstrators 
and into closed spaces, 
actions that significantly in¬ 
crease the danger posed 
to the individuals targeted. 
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Iraqi suicide bombers hit Baghdad mosque, kill 34 



Umm Satta grieves for her slain college student son, Sattar Jab- 
bar, near Habib al-Asadi Shiite mosque in Baghdad, Iraq, Tues¬ 
day, June 18, 2013. Two suicide bombers blew themselves up 
inside and near the Shiite mosque, Iraqi officials said. 

(AP Photo/Karim Kadim) 


SAMEER N. YACOUB 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Two sui¬ 
cide bombers targeted a 
Shiite mosque in Baghdad 
on Tuesday, one blow¬ 
ing himself up at a near¬ 
by checkpoint while the 
other slipped inside during 
prayers. The blasts killed 34 
people, Iraqi officials said. 
The coordinated bomb¬ 
ings were the latest in a 
string of attacks to hit Iraq, 
reviving fears the country 
is headed back toward 
the widespread sectarian 
bloodshed that pushed it 
to the brink of civil war in 
2006 and 2007. 

Two police officers said 
the first bomber deto¬ 
nated his explosives at a 
security checkpoint near 
the mosque in Baghdad’s 
northern Qahira neighbor¬ 


hood in an apparent at¬ 
tempt to distract the au¬ 
thorities. The area is a mid¬ 
dle-class, Shiite-majority 
neighborhood. 


Amid the commotion, a 
second bomber slipped 
past concrete blast walls 
and into the mosque, 
where he blew himself up 


while worshippers were per¬ 
forming midday prayers, 
according to police of¬ 
ficials. The bombings also 
wounded 57 people, the 
officials said. Most of the 
casualties were students 
from the nearby Imam al- 
Sadiq University for Islamic 
Studies. Police officials 
said the university’s Shiite 
students usually perform 
their midday prayers in the 
mosque that was hit. 

After the blasts, security 
forces quickly sealed off 
the area around the sim¬ 
ple, unadorned mosque. 

Ali Faleh, a university stu¬ 
dent, said he was inside 
a stationery shop nearby 
when he heard a thunder¬ 
ous explosion. 

“Everybody ran to the blast 
site, and I saw the body of 
a colleague who used to 
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Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hotel's at walking distance. 

_ RESERVATION REQUIRED _ 


TEL: 586-7333 


PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


Syria: 

Currency sinks on US plan 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

Many exchange shops 
closed in Damascus on 
Tuesday, fearing more 
chaos a day after the Syr¬ 
ian currency plunged to a 
new record low, reflecting 
growing fears in the capital 
following a U.S. decision to 
arm rebel groups fighting 
to topple President Bashar 
Assad's regime. The curren¬ 
cy woes add to the embat¬ 
tled president's troubles, 
and government officials 
rushed to allay public fears 
by announcing Damacus’ 
top ally Iran was extending 
a credit line to make up for 
market needs. Traders in 
the capital said a rush to 
buy U.S. dollars on Monday 
sent the Syrian pound’s val¬ 
ue tumbling to 210 to the 
dollar, compared to 170 
just that morning. Many ex¬ 
change shops closed Tues¬ 
day while others opened 


their doors without doing 
business, saying it was dif¬ 
ficult to value the pound. 
The official price of the dol¬ 
lar Tuesday was 99 pounds, 
according to state news 
agency SANA, though the 
widespread black market 
price is considered to re¬ 
flect its real value. When 
Syria’s conflict began in 
early 2011, the dollar was 
worth 47 pounds. The cur¬ 
rency dive followed last 
week’s decision by the 
Obama administration to 
arm rebel groups in Syria, 
deepening U.S. involve¬ 
ment in the more than 
2-year civil war which has 
killed 93,000 people, ac¬ 
cording to the U.N. The 
U.S., Britain and France ac¬ 
cused Assad’s regime of 
using chemical weapons, 
which President Barack 
Obama called a “red line.” 
“Expectations of a stronger 
U.S. involvement in Syria fol¬ 
lowing the decision to arm 


be in my class," he said. 
“The aim of today's attack 
was only to hurt the Shiites 
who were there to study or 
pray, not to fight or kill any¬ 
body else.” 

A medic in a nearby hos¬ 
pital confirmed the casu¬ 
alties. All officials spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause they are not autho¬ 
rized to speak to media. 
Violence has surged in Iraq 
in recent months, along 
with sectarian and political 
tensions. There was no im¬ 
mediate claim of responsi¬ 
bility, but suicide bombings 
and attacks against Shiite 
worshippers are frequently 
the work of al-Qaida’s Iraq 
arm. Sunni extremists such 
as al-Qaida consider Shiites 
to be heretics and want to 
undermine Iraq's Shiite-led 
governments 


to arm rebels 

rebels groups was almost 
certainly the key factor be¬ 
hind the recent drop in the 
Syrian pound," said Torb- 
jorn Soltvedt, senior analyst 
at the British risk analysis firm 
Maplecroft. “The decision 
reinforced the view that ul¬ 
timately the Syrian regime 
will be unable to survive 
in its current form, despite 
recent strategic gains,” 
he said, predicting a pro¬ 
longed stalemate. 

Regime forces have been 
waging a stepped-up of¬ 
fensive in the central Floms 
province and the north¬ 
ern city of Aleppo, Syria’s 
largest city and once the 
country's commercial 
center. The assaults were 
launched after troops 
backed by Plezbollah fight¬ 
ers captured the rebel-held 
strategic western town of 
Qusair near the Lebanon 
border on June 5. Officials 
rushed to assuage curren¬ 
cy fearsQ 











































Star-studded party for Israeli president’s 90 th birthday 



Israeli President Shimon Peres chats with former US President Bill Clinton during Peres' 90th birthday 
gala in Jerusalem, Tuesday June 18 2013. At left is singer Barbra Streisand and at right is Israeli PM 
Benjamin Netanyahu. 

(AP Photo/ Jim Hollander, pool) 


fun at Peres' age, calling 
him “the last living Israeli 
who knew King David.” 
Scattered in the audience 
among Israeli Cabinet min¬ 
isters and local clergy sat 
actors Robert De Niro and 
Sharon Stone. Rwandan 
President Paul Kagame 
sat in the front row beside 
former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, now an interna¬ 
tional envoy to the Middle 
East. 

The star of the night was 
Streisand, dressed in a 
flowing black dress ac¬ 
cented with gold jewelry. 
Streisand sang the Jewish 
prayer “Avinu Malkeinu,” 
which Peres called “heav¬ 


enly” and gave her a long 
embrace and two kisses 
on the cheek. The prayer, 
which means “our Father, 
our King” is recited on the 
Jewish New Year and Yom 
Kippur, a day of fasting 
and reflection. Streisand 
said the prayer was meant 
to “cause all hate and op¬ 
pression to vanish from the 
earth.” 

Peres, who serves in a 
largely ceremonial posi¬ 
tion, was serenaded by 
local musicians and enter¬ 
tained by dance troupes, 
one of which intercut its 
music with inspirational 
quotes from the nonage¬ 
narian leaderO 


TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
and global leaders, local 
celebrities and Hollywood 
superstars celebrated un¬ 
der one roof Tuesday to 
honor Israeli President Shi¬ 
mon Peres for his upcom¬ 
ing 90th birthday, reflecting 
world respect for one of the 
country's peace pioneers. 
Peres is hosting his annual 
Presidential Conference 
that brings together an ar¬ 
ray of artists, thinkers and 
leaders to discuss issues 
relevant to Israel and the 
world. 

Instrumental in building 
Israel’s military in the first 
days of the state six de¬ 
cades ago, Peres served 
twice as prime minister and 
promoted peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
sometimes reaching far 
ahead of his own people. 
For his role in the landmark 
interim peace accord in 
1993, he received the 1994 
Nobel Peace Prize along 
with Israel’s then-Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
then-Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

His tireless campaigning for 
a peace agreement has 
won him supporters and 


sympathizers around the 
world. His last five years as 
Israel's president has also 
gained him affection at 
home, absent during much 
of his political career. 

In an event that kicked off 
the conference Tuesday 
and marked Peres’ birth¬ 
day, songstress Barbra Stre¬ 
isand sang a prayer in He¬ 
brew and belted out one of 
her greatest hits, “People," 
to enthusiastic applause. 
Former U.S. President Bill 
Clinton was ushered to the 
stage by a quintet of saxo¬ 
phones. 

Leaders and public figures 
from around the world, in¬ 
cluding Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, President 
Barack Obama to Bono, 
sent their good wishes to 
Peres. His birthday is in Au¬ 
gust, but organizers felt it 
would be difficult to bring 
back such a star-studded, 
high-powered crowd so 
soon. The conference, held 
every June, is doubling as a 
birthday bash. 

Clinton, who on Monday 
prodded Israelis to has¬ 
ten to make peace with 
the Palestinians, stepped 
away from politics at the 
two-hour long celebration, 
choosing instead to poke 
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Argentina: 

Cash controls bring bargains, create headaches 


A. CALATRAVA 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — The Brazilian visitors 
gawk in wonder as they 
stroll past shop windows 
along touristy Florida street 
in the Argentine capital. 
The jackets, the shoes — 
they're all so cheap when 
your purse is stuffed with 
black-market money. 
Visitors who turn to the 
streets rather than the 
banks to swap their dollars 
in Argentina are getting 
a bonanza of extra pesos 
and can shop much more 
cheaply than back at 
home. A leather jacket that 
costs $250 in Lima, Peru, 
can be had for about $150 
in Buenos Aires. 

“We find differences in the 
food, the perfumes, the 
shoes ... with almost ev¬ 
erything,” said 27-year-old 
Edjane Mendes, who was 
browsing Florida street with 
her 19-year-old friend Mi¬ 
chele Aline. Both are Bra¬ 
zilians studying in Buenos 
Aires. 

The weakening peso has 
led to a flood of day-trip¬ 
pers and other visitors from 
neighboring countries into 
Argentina, which keeps 
tightening its currency con¬ 
trols in hopes of protecting 
foreign reserves and reduc¬ 
ing the flight of dollars. Ar¬ 
gentines who feel their sav¬ 
ings are perpetually at risk 
tend to save in other cur¬ 
rencies, and in other coun¬ 
tries, whenever they can. 
Inflation now runs at about 
25 percent a year, accord¬ 
ing to independent econ¬ 
omists, while the govern¬ 
ment is trying to gradually 
devalue the peso by about 
20 percent a year against 
the dollar. So with their buy¬ 
ing power rapidly eroding, 
Argentines are more eager 
than ever to hedge their 
losses by swapping pesos 
for dollars. The government 
has responded with a series 
of measures since late 2011 
that have made it nearly 
impossible to legally obtain 
dollars at the official rate. 
But that has only made 
many Argentines more des¬ 
perate. 

As a result, many evade the 
formal financial system and 
buy black-market green¬ 


backs that Argentines eu¬ 
phemistically call “blue 
dollars.” Web sites now re¬ 
port the latest prices, giv¬ 
ing everyone a common 
reference to make trades 
by. That means anyone en¬ 
tering the country with dol¬ 
lars can find willing buyers 
wherever they go in Argen¬ 
tina, without having to risk 
shady deals in dark alleys. 
This blue-dollar rate briefly 
topped 10 pesos before 


the government stepped 
in to contain the bleeding, 
in part by using reserves to 
increase the supply of dol¬ 
lars circulating inside the 
country. On Monday, it was 
holding at 8 pesos, still a 
50 percent premium over 
the official rate of 5.34. But 
central-bank intervention is 
a tool the government can 
only use so often: Already 
this year, its foreign reserves 
have fallen by 11 percent 
to $38.6 billion. 

On the streets of Argentina, 
the difference between liv¬ 
ing at one rate and deal¬ 
ing in another is so great 
that “it seems like living in 
two countries: yes, it's like 
another country, somehow 
living underground,” Ital¬ 
ian tourist Mario Clemente 
marveled as he shopped in 
Buenos Aires. 


The phenomenon also has 
had a major impact in bor¬ 
der towns and in resort ar¬ 
eas such as the ski town of 
Bariloche, where Brazilian 
tourists are keeping hotels 
and ski slopes busy, largely 
displacing Argentines for 
whom the country’s high- 
end resorts have become 
more expensive than trips 
to the U.S. or Europe. 

“In these times, it's to their 
advantage if they come 


with dollar bills and change 
them here,” said Bari¬ 
loche's tourist secretary, 
Fabian Szewczuk. 

Unlike its neighbors, Argen¬ 
tina has no access to for¬ 
eign lending, given its his¬ 
tory of refusing to pay all its 
sovereign debts and inter¬ 
national court judgments. 
And it has spent heavily to 
stimulate its economy, fu¬ 
eling inflation. The mix puts 
immense pressure on the 
government to maintain 
dollar reserves to sustain 
faith in Argentine pesos. But 
the controls and the result¬ 
ing currency mismatches 
are causing headaches 
for nearby governments, 
which have had to impose 
tough medicine on some 
of their own people as a 
result. 

Uruguayan housewife Sara 


de Ferrere has been going 
abroad to do her shop¬ 
ping, taking the bridge 
over the Uruguay River to 
find cheaper prices in Con¬ 
cordia, Argentina, than 
can be found in her home¬ 
town of Salto. 

“Everything’s half price,” 
she said, and what’s more, 
Argentine shopkeepers 
“ask you please to pay with 
dollars, so in addition to the 
exchange (rate), they give 


you a reduction on the 
price.” 

So many of de Ferrere’s 
neighbors were joining 
her that gasoline sales fell 
“between 20 and 40 per¬ 
cent” on the Uruguayan 
side, said the local cham¬ 
ber of commerce secre¬ 
tary, Miguel Feris. Uruguay 
responded with a “Zero 
Kilos” program, barring its 
citizens from bringing back 
Argentine goods if they’ve 
been gone for less than a 
day. Since then, lines of 
cars at the border have dis¬ 
appeared, and gas sales 
have stabilized. 

“They don’t let you bring 
absolutely anything," de 
Ferrere said. “I went to Con¬ 
cordia and bought cloth¬ 
ing that I wore and two or 
three other little things in 
my purse. □ 



Lawsuit filed in 
Puerto Rico death 
of U.S. banker 


DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — The widow of a U.S. 
banking executive slain in 
a drive-by shooting in Puer¬ 
to Rico has filed a wrong¬ 
ful death lawsuit against 
the bank's CEO and other 
high-ranking officials. 

The federal lawsuit marks 
the first time that a poten¬ 
tial motive has been given 
for the high-profile killing. 
The suit comes two years 
after Maurice Spagnoletti, 
an executive vice presi¬ 
dent at Doral Bank, was re¬ 
peatedly shot as he drove 
his Lexus on one of San 
Juan’s busiest highways. 
New Jersey-based attor¬ 
ney Alan Zegas said in a 
phone interview Tuesday 
that the defendants have 
about a month to respond. 
Local FBI spokesman Mois- 
es Quinones said the agen¬ 
cy is still investigating the 
killing, which police said 
they believe was profes¬ 
sionally orchestrated. No 
one has been arrested. 
Puerto Rico-based Doral 
Financial Corporation re¬ 
jected the lawsuit and its 
allegations. 

“It is false, frivolous and has 
absolutely no legal basis,” 
the company said in a 
statement, adding that it 
has cooperated with au¬ 
thorities. “(We) are confi¬ 
dent that we will prevail 
against this malicious and 
reckless action that has no 
basis.” 

Marisa Spagnoletti says in 
the lawsuit filed last week 
that her husband was in¬ 
vestigating what he sus¬ 
pected were improper 
transactions before he was 
killed. 

“Spagnoletti continually 
questioned the account¬ 
ing practices of the firm, 
as he did not believe the 
reporting to be accurate,” 
she says. 

She also alleges that two 
days after her husband 
was killed, as she got ready 
to fly to New Jersey, a per¬ 
son who worked with Doral 
security approached her 
at the San Juan airport 
and said he knew of a plan 
to kill her husband and that 
another bank security offi¬ 
cial was involved.Q 



Paraguayan shoppers buy products in a shop in the town of Clorinda, Argentina, just across the 
border from Paraguay. Shoppers who turn to the street rather than the banks to swap their dollars 
are getting a bonanza of extra Argentine pesos and can shop much more cheaply than back at 
home due to Argentina's currency controls and black market for US dollars. Taking advantage 
of the guarani's newfound strength, Paraguayans are rolling by the thousands into the Argentine 
frontier city of Clorinda to do their shopping. 

(AP Photo/Jorge Saenz) 





















Red Sail Sports Aruba offers exciting new JETLEV! 


PALM BEACH - Red Sail 
Sports takes pride in intro¬ 
ducing the coolest, most 
exhilarating water sports 
ride of your life - the JETLEV! 
You can literally fly over the 
ocean, soar up to 30 feet in 
the air... or hover and walk 
along the water. JETLEV is 
unlike any thrill ride you’ll 
ever experience and ex¬ 
clusively available at Red 
Sail Sports. 

JETLEV is a water pro¬ 
pelled Jetpack. The system 
is powered by a custom- 
designed 225 horsepower 
engine creating 800 - 
1000 gallons per minute of 
thrust, which can propel 
the pilot to heights of 30 


feef. The throttle can also 
be controlled remotely by 
the flight-instructor which 
will guide the rider how 
to use the controls during 
their initial flight to ensure a 
safe and controlled experi¬ 
ence. A flight assistant will 
accompany each JETLEV 
pilot to ensure a safe and 
uninterrupted flight experi¬ 
ence. 

Tour description: After an 
introduction to the JETLEV 
equipment, you will re¬ 
ceive a thorough briefing 
by one of our certified in¬ 
structors. 

The instructor will explain 
how to safely operate the 
equipment and will be 




able to communicate with 
you during your flight. Af¬ 
ter the instruction, you will 
have approximately 30 
minutes of in-pack flying 
time (most first-time pilots 
are flying within the first 5 
minutes). The flight is moni¬ 
tored by the instructor as 
well as an assistant who 
will assist while you are in 
the water. The complete 


JETLEV experi¬ 
ence takes approximately 
45 minutes. Participants 
must be at least 18 years of 
age and be a good swim¬ 
mer to fly. The activity is not 
suitable for pregnanf wom¬ 


en. Minimum heighf is 4'9" 
(145 cm), maximum 6'9" 
(205 cm). 

More information on Red 
Sail Sports and JETLEV can 
be found af www.redsail- 
aruba.com. □ 
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Under Full Sail: 


Jolly Pirates on the Sea 



MALMOK- While the 85 ft 
teak schooner sailing ship 
was moored at Boca Cata¬ 
lina, Christian Bosnie and 
Willemijn Van Hagen cele¬ 
brated good times aboard 
the Jolly Pirates with their 
wedding guests from Hol¬ 
land, local Water Sports 
friends and fellow band 
members from Mystical 


Connection. 

With magic and wonder 
in the trade winds Chris 
and Willemijn said their 
“I Do’s” and like all star¬ 
ry - eyed couples they 
pledged their love to each 
other. In keeping with the 
Jolly Pirates tradition, the 
couple exchanged the 
ship’s bright orange life 


rings and sealed the deal 
with a kiss. As the sun set 
into the horizon in a colorful 
kaleidoscope of color and 
with a full ship of friends 
and family to witness, cups 
of the ship's signature 
brew. Pirate’s Poison were 
raised to toast the couples 
special day. Aye! Aye! 

With advance notice the 
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of Matrimony 






Jolly Pirates can also help 
you to make your special 
day more special with ar¬ 
rangements for Private 
Ceremonies for your day 
to include Wedding Cake, 
Canapes, Champagne, 
Flowers, Live Music, Up¬ 
scale Menus and Photogra¬ 
pher. Weddings and Wed¬ 
ding Receptions can also 
be arranged aboard their 


impressive teak schooners. 
If Pirate Wedding Booty is 
what yer’ been yearning 
for, please visit the Jolly 
Pirates Website; www.jolly- 
pirates.com for additional 
information. You can give 
the Jolly Pirates a shout at 
their souvenir shop on the 
MooMba Beach or call 
586-8107 and after hours 
592-78580 
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Your life companion is here. 
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Loyal Visitors honored by ATA at the Marriott Surf Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great plea¬ 
sure of honoring two very 
nice couples whom are 


loyal and friendly Visitors 
of Aruba, at the Marriott 
Surf Club, as Distinguished 
Visitors and Ambassadors 
of Goodwill. The symbolic 


honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to-19 



and 20-or-more consecu¬ 
tive years. The honorees 
for Distinguished Visitors of 
Arba were Paul and Lau¬ 
ra Coyle from Rochester, 
New Hampshire and Har¬ 
lan and Eva Handler from 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
Both couples love the Is¬ 
land very much, because 
of the friendly people, the 


weather, beaches, res¬ 
taurants, and Aruba feels 
like a second home and 
the people are like a fam¬ 
ily to them. The certificate 
was presented by Mr. Er¬ 
nest Giel representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Ms. Luzdary 
Leest representing the Mar¬ 
riott Surf ClubO 




Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 


t's a matter of prestige and quality... 


Present this ad and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 


4 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 

perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 






































Mets: 

Harvey pitches 
6 hitless innings 

PAUL NEWBERRY 
The Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) - Matt Har¬ 
vey finally got some run 
support. Just enough to 
fend off another Atlan¬ 
ta comeback. Harvey 
pitched six hitless innings, 
John Buck homered and 
the New York Mets held on 
for a 4-3 victory over the 
Braves in the first game of 
a doubleheader Tuesday. 



New York Mets starting pitch¬ 
er Matt Harvey throws in the 
fourth inning of the first base¬ 
ball game of a doubleheader 
against the Atlanta Braves, 
Tuesday, June 18, 2013, in 
Atlanta. 

(AP Photo/Todd Kirkland) 

"It's one of those days 
where it was jumping out 
nice and I was hitting 
spots,” Harvey said. “’Cer¬ 
tain days you wake up and 
you feel good and you can 
let it go. Today was one of 
those days.” 

The Mets had scored only 
18 runs in Harvey's previ¬ 
ous 10 starts while he was 
in the game. Largely be¬ 
cause of that, he had eight 
no-decisions in a stretch of 
nine appearances before 
a hard-luck 2-1 loss to the 
St. Louis Cardinals in his last 
outing, snapping a stretch 
of 14 consecutive starts 
without a loss dating to his 
final appearance of 2012. 

Continued on page 18 
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Boston Red Sox’s David Ortiz jogs off the field during a rain delay in the fifth inning of the first baseball game of a doubleheader 
against the Tampa Bay Rays in Boston, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. Ortiz drove in three runs and the Boston Red Sox opened the day- 
night doubleheader by beating the Tampa Bay Rays 5-1. 

(AP Photo/Michael Dwyer) 


DOUG ALDEN 
The Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) - David Ortiz 
drove in three runs and the 
Boston Red Sox opened a 
day-night doubleheader 
by beating the Tampa Bay 
Rays 5-1 Tuesday in a game 
delayed nearly three hours 
by rain. 

The halt in the fifth inning 
lasted 2 hours, 59 minutes, 
prolonging a game that 
had already been post¬ 
poned because of rain on 
April 12. 

The Red Sox invited fans 
who stuck out Tuesday’s 
first game to return for the 


second for free. The opener 
ended after the scheduled 
7:05 p.m. start time for the 
nightcap - by that point, 
with little turnaround time. 
Game 2 were already wan¬ 
dering into Fenway Park. 
Highly touted Rays pros¬ 
pect Wil Myers went 0 for 
4 in his major league de¬ 
but. The 22-year-old rookie 
played right field. 

Boston led 4-1 when the 
downpour began. The Red 
Sox added a run in the sixth 
on back-to-back triples by 
Jacoby Ellsbury and Shane 
Victorino. 

Ellsbury also doubled and 


singled, and he scored all 
three times he reached 
base. 

Alfredo Aceves (4-1) over¬ 
came early control prob¬ 
lems and won his third 
straight start, allowing one 
run and three hits. He did 
not return after the delay. 
The Red Sox had lost four of 
six, including two of a three- 
game series at Tampa Bay 
last week. 

Chris Archer (1-3) took the 
only loss for the Rays last 
week, and Boston beat him 
again. He struck out five in 4 
2-3 innings, but also walked 
five while allowing four runs 


and five hits. 

Archer walked Daniel Nava 
to load the bases with two 
outs in the fifth and that 
was it for him. Josh Lueke 
came in from the bullpen 
and had just started warm¬ 
ing up when the rain ar¬ 
rived and the game was 
delayed with Boston lead¬ 
ing 4-1. 

Almost three hours later, 
Lueke struck out Jarrod 
Saltalamacchia to end the 
inning. 

Ortiz hit a two-run single in 
the third after Ellsbury and 
Victorino opened the in¬ 
ning with singlesO 
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Australia, South Korea, Iran qualify for World Cup 


SYDNEY (AP) — Having 
everything to play for on 
Tuesday, Australia, Iran and 
South Korea all secured 
berths at the 2014 World 
Cup on a dramatic final 
day of Asian qualifying. 
They join Japan which was 
the first nation to qualify. 
Australia beat Iraq 1-0, 
waiting until the 83rd min¬ 
ute before Josh Kennedy 
headed home the winner 
that secured second spot 
in Group B. 

Iran booked its place with a 
disciplined counter-attack¬ 
ing game that produced 
a 1-0 win at South Korea. 
While Iran finished top of 
Group A, Soufh Korea only 
secured second place by 
virtue of goal difference af¬ 
ter finishing level on points 
with Uzbekistan, which won 
5-1 at home against Qatar. 


Uzbekistan scored all five 
goals in the second half 
in a storming finish that 
threatened to tip South Ko¬ 


rea out of second spot. But 
the Uzbeks ran out of fime 
to further boost their goal 
difference and finished 



Australia's Tim Cahill, right, attempts to score on Iraq’s Noor Sa- 
bri Abbas as Iraq's Aliadnan Kadhim, left, guards the goal dur¬ 
ing their World Cup soccer Asian qualifying match at the Sydney 
Olympic Stadium in Sydney, Australia, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft) 
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third. They will now go into 
a playoff against Jordan, 
which beat Oman 1-0. 
Australia began the game 
knowing a win over Iraq 
would put them through 
to a third-straight World 
Cup appearance, but on a 
cold and wet night in Syd¬ 
ney, the hosts struggled to 
break down some resolute 
defending by a second- 
string Iraq outfit. 

The goal finally came 
thanks to a bold substitu¬ 
tion by Australia coach Hol- 
ger Osieck, who brought 
on Kennedy for talisman 
and regular scorer Tim Ca¬ 
hill. 

Mark Bresciano laid on the 
final pass, chipping into the 
area to find Kennedy, who 
calmly headed the ball be¬ 
hind scrambling Iraq goal¬ 
keeper Noor Sabri, delight¬ 
ing the 80,532 home fans. 

A draw would have left 
Australia at the mercy of 
the outcome of the Jor- 
dan-Oman game later in 
the day, with a likely rele¬ 
gation to third place in the 
group and a further playoff 
round. 

Instead, Kennedy’s goal 


meant Australia became 
the third team to book its 
place for the 2014 tourna¬ 
ment after Japan and host 
Brazil. 

“I’m proud of everybody,” 
captain Lucas Neill said. 
“It's been a really tough 
campaign. We've stuck at 
it, showed mental strength. 
“Sorry, it wasn’t pretty. But 
we’ve beaten what was in 
front of us and pushed our¬ 
selves on to a very exciting 
tournament.” 

The drama was even more 
pronounced in Group A, 
where South Korea, Iran 
and Uzbekistan all went 
into the final group games 
with hope of direct qualifi¬ 
cation. 

Iran pulled off a memo¬ 
rable win to top the group. 
The goal came in the 60th 
minute as King Young- 
gwon failed to clear a 
speculative ball forward 
down Iran's right flank. 
Reza Ghoochannejad 
stripped him of possession, 
sprinted clear and curled 
a well-placed left-foot shot 
beyond the reach of the 
goalkeeper and into the 
net.Q 


Harvey, Mets beat braves 4-3 


Continued from page 17 


Harvey (6-1) didn't allow a 
hit until Jason Heyward’s 
fluke infield single lead¬ 
ing off the seventh, but 
the right-hander tired in 
the eighth as the Braves 
tried to rally for the second 
straight game. Trailing 4-0, 
Atlanta scored three runs 
and had the bases loaded 
before Bobby Parnell, the 
fourth Mets pitcher of the 
inning, fanned Chris John¬ 
son to end the threat. Par¬ 
nell earned his 10th save 
with a scoreless ninth. 

"I’m frustrated because 
I ran out of gas," Harvey 
said. ”1 shouldn’t have 
gone out there know¬ 
ing I was probably pretty 
much done. I gave them 
a chance to come back 
and put our team in a po¬ 
sition to lose. 

"I’m kicking myself for 
that.” 

Harvey had a career- 
high 13 strikeouts and sur¬ 
rendered just three hits. 


though he was charged 
with all three Atlanta runs. 
"He has electric stuff," 
Atlanta's Dan Uggla said. 
"He was throwing every¬ 
thing for strikes on both 
sides of the plate. His fast¬ 
ball was anywhere from 95 
to 100 (mph). You’ve got 
to tip your hat to him.’ ’ 
Atlanta opened the five- 
game series against its NL 
East rival with the team’s 
21st comeback win of the 
season, a rain-delayed 2-1 
victory that ended at 1:22 
a.m. - less than 12 hours 
before the start of the start 
of the day-night double- 
header. 

Dillon Gee took a 1-0 lead 
to the ninth, but Freddie 
Freeman won it for the 
Braves with a two-run hom¬ 
er. Only Kansas City has 
more come-from-behind 
victories than the Braves. 
"Even though we were 
down 4-0, we still felt like 
we had a chance, espe¬ 
cially at home.” Uggla 
said. □ 
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Stanley Cup Game 4 Preview: 

Blackhawks need to dig deep to tie series in Boston 



Boston Bruins right wing Jaromir Jagr (68), of the Czech Repub¬ 
lic, ties up Chicago Blackhawks left wing Bryan Bickell (29) dur¬ 
ing the third period in Game 3 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup 
Finals in Boston, Monday, June 17, 2013. The Bruins won 2-0. 

(AP Photo/Elise Amendola) 


BOSTON (AP) - Marian Hos- 
sa is one of the Chicago 
Blackhawks’ top scorers, 
with three game-winning 
goals already this postsea¬ 
son. 

And then, suddenly, he 
wasn’t in the lineup for a 
team that needed all the 
scoring it can get. 

Hossa’s surprise scratch 
from Game 3 of the Stan¬ 
ley Cup finals - and the 
one-word explanation, 
“’upper,” for the part of 
his body that was injured 
- is part of a long-running 
cat-and-mouse game NHL 
teams play on the theory 
that any information about 
injuries is a competitive dis¬ 
advantage. 

“’I think that's self-explan¬ 
atory,” said Blackhawks 
coach Joel Quenneville, 
declining to explain why 
he declined to explain the 
secrecy surrounding Hos¬ 
sa’s injury. 

Tuukka Rask stopped 28 


shots from the depleted 
Blackhawks to help the 
Bruins win 2-0 on Monday 
night and move two wins 
from their second Stanley 
Cup title in three seasons. 


Game 4 is Wednesday 
night in Boston before the 
series returns to Chicago 
for a fifth game. 

Hossa is expected to play 
in Game 4, Quenneville al¬ 


lowed, but only after mak¬ 
ing clear that "I’m not 
going to get exactly what 
the injury is or where it oc¬ 
curred.” 

“’It's sort of a secret society 
in the hockey world and 
in the injury world,” Black¬ 
hawks forward Dave Bol- 
land said. "You don’t want 
other teams having any in¬ 
jury information at all.” 
Asked if he had seen Hossa 
or had a chance to talk to 
him, Bolland said, "I don’t 
know.” 

You don’t know if you've 
seen him or talked to him? 
“’I don't know if I’ve seen 
him,” Bolland repeated 
with a sly smile. 

Hossa’s mysterious injury 
may have been a turn¬ 
ing point in Game 3, but 
it is hardly unusual in the 
secretive world of hock¬ 
ey injuries. Players and 
coaches say they just don’t 
talk about what’s hurting, 
partly because they don't 


want to seem weak in a 
sport where they hit each 
other for a living. 

But mostly, they don’t want 
let the other team know 
where to aim. 

“’If I’m going out to battle 
and I have an injury to any 
part of my body, I don't 
want the other side to 
know what it is,” Bruins for¬ 
ward Shawn Thornton said. 
Injury information can also 
help the opponent strat- 
egize. Quenneville was so 
concerned about giving 
the Bruins advance notice 
of even a few minutes that 
he didn’t let substitute Ben 
Smith skate in the warmup 
even though there was a 
chance he would need to 
play. 

"I just didn’t want to tip our 
hand that there’s some¬ 
thing going on,” the coach 
said. 

“’Ben was ready. I knew 
he was doing everything,” 
Quenneville said. □ 
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Confederations Cup: 

Brazil seeks to take advantage of desperate Mexico 


Spain beats Italy 
4-2 to win Euro 
Under-21 finals 


TALES AZZONI 
AP Sports Writer 
FORTALEZA, Brazil (AP) — 

Brazil wants to use Mexi¬ 
co’s desperation to its ad¬ 
vantage when the teams 
meet in the Confedera¬ 
tions Cup on Wednesday. 


ing up spaces for Brazil to 
counterattack and move 
closer to securing a spot in 
the next round. 

“I’m sure that Mexico will 
have to go for the victory 
and it will definitely be 
good for us,” Brazil striker 


match in Group A. 

“No matter which team we 
play, we will always try to 
win,” Mexico coach Jose 
Manuel de la Torre said. 
“We know it’s going to be 
hard, but we will always be 
prepared.” 



Brazil’s player Hulk smiles during a press conference in Fortaleza, Brazil, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 
Brazil will face Mexico at the soccer Confederations Cup on June 19. 

(AP Photo/Andre Penner) 


While Brazil opened with 
a convincing win over Ja¬ 
pan, Mexico lost to Italy 
and needs a good result 
against the hosts to keep 
alive its hopes of advanc¬ 
ing in the World Cup warm¬ 
up tournament. 

Brazilian players are hoping 
the Mexicans come out at¬ 
tacking to try for victory at 
the Arena Castelao, open¬ 


Hulk said Tuesday. “We 
know that they are a team 
with a lot of quality, but 
hopefully we can take ad¬ 
vantage that they are in a 
more difficult situation." 
Another defeat will virtu¬ 
ally eliminate the Mexi¬ 
cans from the eight-team 
tournament of continen¬ 
tal champions. Mexico 
will play Japan in its final 


Brazil, meanwhile, can vir¬ 
tually secure a spot in the 
semifinals if it wins its sec¬ 
ond straight match in the 
World Cup warm-up com¬ 
petition. Brazil's final match 
is against Italy. 

“It's our obligation to win 
this match because we 
know it would make it easi¬ 
er for us to advance,” Brazil 
defender David Luiz said. 


“Everybody knows that the 
final group match against 
Italy will be more difficult 
because it’s a team with 
four world titles and with a 
lot of experienced players. 
That means that this match 
against Mexico is really im¬ 
portant.” 

The Brazilians acknowl¬ 
edge that it won’t be an 
easy task getting past a 
Mexican team which has 
done well against Brazil 
recently. Mexico has won 
seven of the last 14 match¬ 
es against the five-time 
world champions, includ¬ 
ing two of the last three. 
The last match was an es¬ 
pecially disappointing loss 
at the London Olympics 
final last year, when Bra¬ 
zil was trying to win its first 
gold medal in football. 

“This shows that Mexico 
has the ability to do it,” De 
la Torre said. 

“They players know that 
they can do it and this 
is the right stage to do it 
again.” 

Eight Mexicans from this 
Confederations Cup squad 
were in that Olympic team, 
including Giovani dos San¬ 
tos. Six Brazilians are back 
with the Selecao, includ¬ 
ing Neymar, Oscar, Thiago 
Silva and Hulk. 

“That was a very tough loss 
for us because everybody 
in Brazil was hopeful fhat 
we would finally win the 
gold medal,” Hulk said. □ 


Venus Williams pulls out of Wimbledon, citing back 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 

After 16 consecutive years 
of always showing up at 
Wimbledon, winning five 
titles along the way, Ve¬ 
nus Williams pulled out of 
the grass-court Grand Slam 
tournament on Tuesday, 
citing a lower back injury. 
Williams, who turned 33 on 
Monday, never had missed 
Wimbledon since making 
her debut there in 1997, 
although she lost in the 
first round a year ago. She 
won the singles trophy — it 
happens to be called the 
Venus Rosewater Dish — in 
2000-01, 2005 and 2007-08, 
to go with two more major 
championships at the U.S. 


Open in 2000-01. 

But Williams has been deal¬ 
ing with a bad back for a 
while, playing only fhree 
matches in the last two- 
plus months. 

She was clearly hampered 
by the injury during a three- 
set, three-hour loss to 40th- 
ranked Urszula Radwanska 
of Poland in the first round 
of the French Open last 
month, then cited her back 
when she and younger sis¬ 
ter Serena withdrew from 
the doubles competition in 
Paris. 

The older Williams said after 
the singles loss at Roland 
Garros — her first opening- 
round exit there in a dozen 
years — that the inflamma- 



Venus Williams reacts at Ro¬ 
land Garros stadium in Paris. 
Williams has pulled out of 


Wilmbledon because of a 
lower back, her agent Carlos 
Fleming said, Tuesday, June 
18, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 


tion in her back made it 
painful to serve hard, limit¬ 
ing one of fhe best parts of 
her game. 

Once ranked No. 1, Wil¬ 
liams is currently No. 34. 
Still learning to live as a 
professional athlete with 
an energy-sapping auto¬ 
immune disease, Sjogren’s 
syndrome, she has two first- 
round losses in the past four 
Grand Slam tournamenfs. 
Thaf includes her defeat 
at Wimbledon last year, 
the first time she'd left a 
major championship that 
early since she lost in the 
first round of the Australian 
Open in 2006. 

“With what I’ve gone 
through, it’s not easy. □ 


JEREMY LAST 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Thia¬ 
go Alcantara scored a 
first-half hat trick as Spain 
turned on the style to beat 
Italy 4-2 on Tuesday and 
win the European Under-21 
championship for a sec¬ 
ond consecufive fime. 

Italy started as the brighter 
side at Jerusalem’s Teddy 
Stadium but the Span¬ 
ish players, captained by 
Thiago, soon gained con¬ 
trol and took the lead after 
just six minutes. 

They never looked back. 
Spain’s Under21s went 
on to retain their title, just 
as the senior side had re¬ 
tained its title as European 
champions in 2012 — and 
now hopes to repeat the 
same feat at next year’s 
World Cup in Brazil. 

“We are very happy now, 
not only with the win 
but also with the perfor¬ 
mance and the personali¬ 
ty we showed. We are very 
proud of this," Spain coach 
Julen Lopetegui said. “We 
are very proud of this." 

“We think the most impor¬ 
tant thing is the players’ 
belief in the team. They 
have quality but if they 
don’t believe in the team 
it’s very difficult.” 

Real Madrid striker Alvaro 
Morata stormed past the 
Italy defenders down the 
left and Thiago headed 
home from close range. 
Italy hit back four minutes 
later when Ciro Immobile 
chipped over flailing Span¬ 
ish goalkeeper David de 
Gea. 

Buf 15 minutes before the 
interval, Thiago restored 
Spain’s lead after chesting 
down a cross by Koke. 

The Barcelona midfielder 
brought up his hat trick in 
the 38th minute, this time 
from the penalty spot af¬ 
ter Giulio Donati brought 
down Christian Tello in the 
box. 

Italy appeared to have re¬ 
gained its composure af¬ 
ter the break and Lorenzo 
Insigne created a pair of 
opportunities in the first five 
minutes, including an Ales¬ 
sandro Florenzi half volley 
which flew just over the 
crossbar. □ 
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Stoda Column: 


Signs suggest Woods won't catch Nicklaus' record of 18 majors 



File photo shows Jack Nick¬ 
laus in action in tournament 
play. 

(Handout Photo) 

Greg Stoda 

© 2013 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 

- Tiger Woods is the best 
golfer in the world, and not 
just because the rankings 
say so. 

He is. 

He still has more skills and 
can hit more brilliant shots 
than anyone in the sport, 
which is why he has won 
four times this year. 

But he isn't the best golfer 
in the world when it comes 
to winning major champi¬ 
onships, even though his 
14 victories in such events 
are far more than any of 
his contemporaries has ac¬ 
cumulated. 

Not anymore, he isn’t. 

And that's why -- for the 
first time since it became 
a subject of serious dis¬ 
cussion quite a while ago 

- it’s my guess that Woods 
won’t catch Jack Nicklaus’ 
career record of 18 major 
championship titles. 

This isn't some knee-jerk 
reaction to Woods’ me¬ 
diocre showing in the 
just-completed U.S. Open 
at Merion, where he 
stretched his winless skid 
to five years in the game’s 
headline events. Woods 
has endured injuries and 


surgeries and absences, 
sure, and has been in con¬ 
tention several times along 
the way during this pro¬ 
longed period. 

But five years isn't a slump; 
it's a trend. 

Woods’ most recent win 
in a major at the 2008 U.S. 
Open seems forever ago. 
It almost has reached the 
point at which a Woods 
victory in a major now 
would be more surprising 
than another of his failures 
to win one. 

There have been 18 dif¬ 
ferent winners of the 20 
majors conducted since 
Woods last held the tro¬ 
phy as champion in one 
(Padraig Harrington and 
Rory Mcllroy are the only 
players to win twice). And 
there have been far more 
first-time winners in those 
majors than there have 
been guys who had been 
there before. 

Woods, in other words, 
these days is swimming in 
waters deeper and more 
dangerous than at any 
time in his career. 

The fear factor once wield¬ 
ed by Woods - and by 
Nicklaus, too -- as a sort of 
15th club in the bag is di¬ 
minished, if not gone alto¬ 
gether. Woods doesn’t cut 
nearly as imposing a figure 
as he used to in the majors, 
because recently he has 
demonstrated himself to 
be so beatable in them. 

His weekend scoring in 
those events is especially 
weak. He isn't the closer 
he was in his prime, and, in 
fact, hasn't given himself 
much opportunity to work 
from the lead. 

"It’s the putting at the ma¬ 
jors,” NBC analyst Johnny 
Miller said during the U.S. 
Open telecast. "For some 
reason, he’s not making 
the putts like he does at 
regular Tour events. Maybe 


that's part of being his age 
(37).” Or maybe it's the 
pressure accompanying 
Woods every time he tees it 
up in a major, because the 
Nicklaus story line is ever 
present in a manner it isn't 
at, say, the Farmers Insur¬ 
ance Open or the Cadillac 
Championship or the Ar¬ 
nold Palmer Invitational or 
The Players. Those happen 
to be events Woods has 
won this year. 

But he lately has looked 
more ponderous than posi¬ 
tive at a majors venue. 

It almost seems as though 
Woods is increasingly 
aware of the task he faces 


in pursuit of Nicklaus’ mark, 
and is less sure of himself 
under that particular gun. 
Nicklaus won four majors af¬ 
ter his 37th birthday, by the 
way. That’s what Woods 
has to do to catch Nicklaus 
in the record books for ma¬ 
jors won. Put another way, 
it means Woods, starting 
now, has to have the ca¬ 
reer Phil Mickelson -- long 
his most formidable rival 
- has had with four major 
wins. 

Yikes! 

Woods, of course, will al¬ 
ways have the Masters at 
Augusta National, where 
he has won four times and 


should rank among the fa¬ 
vorites to win for another 
decade. But he’s winless 
even on those grounds 
since 2005, which, again, 
seems more a trend than a 
slump. Meanwhile, assign¬ 
ments at the U.S. Open, Brit¬ 
ish Open and PGA Cham¬ 
pionship figure to get more 
difficult, not less so, for 
Woods as the years pass. 
Can he do what Nicklaus 
did from the same age? 
"Obviously, the older he 
gets and if he doesn’t win, 
it makes my record move 
out further,” Nicklaus said 
at the Masters two months 
ago. □ 
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Frozen Sun 


By: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Imagine an unmoving sun, 
frozen exactly above you in 
the sky. “Solstice” is derived 
from two Latin words: “sol” 
meaning sun, and “sistere,” 
to cause to stand still. This 
is because in the Northern 
hemisphere, as the summer 
solstice approaches, the 
noonday sun rises higher 
and higher in the sky on 
each successive day. On 
the day of the solstice, it 
raises an imperceptible 
amount, compared to the 
day before. In this sense, it 
“stands still.” 

This year June 21 marks the 
beginning of summer in the 
northern hemisphere and 
simultaneously heralds the 
beginning of winter in the 
southern hemisphere. The 
summer solstice is the lon¬ 
gest day of the year, re¬ 
spectively, in the sense that 
the length of time elapsed 
between sunrise and sunset 
on this day is a maximum 
for the year. 

In pre-historic times, sum¬ 
mer was a joyous time of 
the year for those indig¬ 
enous people who lived in 
the northern latitudes. The 
snow had disappeared; 
the ground had thawed 
out; warm temperatures 
had returned; flowers were 
blooming; leaves had re¬ 
turned to the deciduous 
trees. Some herbs could be 
harvested, for medicinal 
and other uses. Food was 
easier to find. The crops had 
already been planted and 
would be harvested in the 
months to come. Although 
many months of warm/hot 
weather remained before 
the fall, they noticed that 
the days were beginning to 


shorten, so that the return 
of the cold season was in¬ 
evitable. 

As a Medical Anthropolo¬ 
gist I realize the only full 
moon in June is called the 
Honey Moon. Tradition 
holds that this is the best 
time to harvest honey from 
the hives. 

This time of year, between 
the planting and harvest¬ 
ing of the crops, was the 
traditional month for wed¬ 
dings. This is because many 
ancient peoples believed 
that the sexual union of 
the Goddess and God oc¬ 
curred in early May. Since 
it was unlucky to compete 
with the deities, many cou¬ 
ples delayed their wed¬ 
dings until June. 
Interestingly, June remains 
a favorite month for mar¬ 
riage today. In some tradi¬ 
tions, “newly wed couples 
were fed dishes and bever¬ 
ages that featured honey 
for the first month of their 
married life to encourage 
love and fertility. The surviv¬ 
ing vestige of this tradition 
lives on in the name given 
to the holiday immediately 
after the ceremony: The 
Honeymoon. 

Since pre-history all over 
the world people have 
been celebrating this im¬ 
portant day. In the People’s 
Republic of China summer 
solstice ceremony has al¬ 
ways celebrated the earth, 
the feminine, and the yin 
forces. Since yin energy 
is dark and cold, bonfires 
are lit to support this cold 
energy. Fascinatingly, bon¬ 
fires are part of the summer 
solstice ceremonies all over 
the world. Shamanism, the 


first religion of the world 
provides identical ceremo¬ 
nies universally. 

In Peru, the Incas raised 
stone pillars, which at the 
solstice cast no shadow. 
It was at this time they be¬ 
lieved, that the sun god 
had descended upon 
them and “sat upon the 
pillar." In Europe, many 
megalithic sites also have 
alignments marking the 
summer solstice, the most 
famous being the “Heel 
Stone” alignment at Stone¬ 
henge when the sun ap¬ 
pears to “sit” atop the 
stone. Though a Christian 
myth now surrounds the 
stone and tries to explain 
the name by associating 
it to a friar, the obvious ex¬ 
planation is that “Heel” is 
a corruption of the Anglo- 
Saxon Hel, at one time 
meaning sun, and giving 
rise to the modern German 
“hell,” or bright. Likewise we 
find similar words for “sun” 
such as hayil in old Welsh, 
and helios in Greek. At the 
famed Rollright Stones, we 
find a curious tradition that 
holds that at each summer 
solstice, the populace must 
go the largest of the stones, 
the King stone, and hold a 
feast there. 

After this, a nearby tree 
known, as the Witch will 
be cut, which is said to run 
with a red, blood-like sap. 
This in turn will cause the 
“head” of the King stone 
to turn round. Taken liter¬ 
ally, one may find this a bit 
confusing, but when one 
applies the theology of pa¬ 
gan lore the meaning be¬ 
comes clear. At the time 
of the solstice, the old deity 




of the year, symbolized by 
the tree is ceremonially cut 
down. The turning of the 
King stone’s head could 
be said to demonstrate 
the turning of the wheel, 
pointing the community to¬ 
wards a new direction and 
foreshadowing the even¬ 
tual changeover of the 
seasons. Around the world, 
many ancient sites are as¬ 
sociated with the solstice in 
similar fashion, having long 
since become the focus 
of local fairs, festivals, or 
surrounded with their own 
myths and folklore. 

In keeping with this tradi¬ 
tion, this summer make 
your own commitment 
to the season. Journey to 
a gathering, make new 
friends, reaffirm with the 
old. Dance and sing and 
share in the glory of the 
sun, knowing full well that 
season’s change, and soon 
the winter will come. Start 
your own family traditions if 
you have none, host a re¬ 
union, and reconnect with 
community. Make a com¬ 
mitment to renew and cel¬ 
ebrate yourself, improving 
your health by beginning 


a natural health program. 
Mark the turning of the 
cycle. Make it a high point 
of your year. Happy be the 
person the sun shines on. 
CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China; a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 
and Toxicology (IAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For in¬ 
formation: VIANA HEALING 
CENTER, Kibaima 7, St Cruz 
TEL: 585-1270 Web Site: 
www.vianaheal.com 
Dr. Viana’s BOOK: Prescrip¬ 
tions from Paradise. Intro¬ 
duction to Biocomoatible 
Medicine - Available at 
local Bookstores, Hotel Gift 
shops and Boticas. Signed 
copies at Viana Healing 
Center, EBook on www. 
amazon.com. check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenter.Q 
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Poetry finally joining e-book revolution 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Over the 
past two years, publishers 
have been steadily filling 
one of the largest gaps 
in the e-book catalogue 
— poetry. Adrienne Rich, 
Allen Ginsberg, Langston 
Hughes and Wallace Ste¬ 
vens have been among 
the poets whose work re¬ 
cently became available 
in electronic format. And 
Random House Inc., W.W. 
Norton and several other 
publishers now routinely 
release new books in both 
print and digital versions, in¬ 
cluding last month’s Pulitzer 
Prize winner for poetry, Sha¬ 
ron Olds' “Stag’s Leap." 

“In the spring of 2010, we 
actually formed a team to 
focus on books that were 
complicated to make into 
e-books, like poetry and il¬ 
lustrated nonfiction,” says 
Liisa McCloy-Kelley, Ran¬ 
dom House Inc.’s vice 
president and director of e- 
book production, strategy 
and operations. “Over the 
past 20 months, we really 
shifted into production." 
The problem had been how 
to transfer a poem from 
paper to screen without ei¬ 
ther breaking a line up — a 
primal violation of the art 
form — or making the font 
size too small to read. It's 
unlikely that publishers can 
design a perfect solution, 
but they have managed to 
find acceptable compro¬ 
mises. In part, they credit 
advances in technology 


that make it easier to keep 
the original look intact. 
They also cite a technique 
long used in print. 

The hanging indent. 

The poet's worst fear is 
for a line to break up ran¬ 
domly, ruining the rhythm 
and mood of the verse. But 
publishers and poets have 
been agreeable to end¬ 
ing the line at a specific 
word, then creating a sec¬ 
ond, indented line, alerting 
the reader that the train of 
thought belongs with the 
line above. For instance, 
here are the first two lines of 
Olds’ poem “Love," as they 
appear in the hardcover 
edition: 

I had thought it was some¬ 
thing we were in. I had 
thought we were 
in it that day, in the capital 
Here is how they look on an 
iPad 3: 

I had thought it was some¬ 
thing we were in. I had 
thought we were in it that 
day, in the capital Poetry 
e-sales are a tiny subset of 
poetry sales, a perennial 
subset in publishing. But for 
publishers, and poets, it's 
less about commerce than 
accessibility. Olds says she 
doesn’t have a lot of inter¬ 
est in e-books and has not 
seen the electronic edition 
of “Stag’s Leap,” but that 
she “certainly respected 
the fact that readers like 
to read in different ways.” 
Poet Philip Levine allowed 
such collections as the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning “The 
Simple Truth” to be digi¬ 


tized, even though he also 
has little personal interest in 
e-books. 

“I don’t think the people 
who would buy an e-book 
of one of my books, or one 
of (W.S.) Merwin’s books 
would want it other than 
what it's supposed to look 
like,” Levine said. 

Part of the challenge is 
the devices themselves, 
with screens varying in size 
and feel from Apple’s iPad 
touchscreen to such small¬ 
er, standalone devices as 
Amazon.corn’s Kindle and 
Barnes & Noble's Nook. 
The e-book editions for 
Random House and other 
publishers will commonly in¬ 
clude a reader's note that 
suggests the proper font 
size for a given device. 
Some works are especially 
challenging, like Anne Car¬ 
son's collection “Red Doc,” 
in which poems begins at 
various points on a given 
page. Random House de¬ 
cided on a fixed format, ac¬ 
cording to McCloy-Kelley, 
who says that the text “can¬ 
not be enlarged without a 
pinch and zoom,” meaning 
it can only be changed on 
a touchscreen. The verse 
of the late Greek poet C.P. 
Cavafy, who sometimes 
used extra spaces between 
words, proved so difficult to 
set accurately that English- 
language translator Daniel 
Mendelsohn settled for an 
e-book edition admittedly 
much different than what 
appeared on paper. 

“You have to accommo¬ 


date to a new medium in 
order to survive,” says Men¬ 
delsohn, an award-winning 
author and critic. “I take 
the long view and say, ‘It 
was ever thus.' When the 
Greek tragedies were first 
written down, the lines 
were written straight across 
the page, with no distinc¬ 
tion of different speakers 
and no stage directions. 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — There’s 
little wonder why George 
Orwell’s novel “ 1984” is see¬ 
ing a resurgence in sales. 
More than half of Ameri¬ 
cans polled in a survey re¬ 
leased Thursday said they 
agreed with the statement 
“We are really in the era of 
Big Brother.” 

The survey from the Univer¬ 
sity of Southern California 
was conducted last year, 
before recent revelations 
of large-scale, secret gov¬ 
ernment surveillance pro¬ 
grams. Yet it still found that 
some 35 percent of respon¬ 
dents agreed that “There is 
no privacy, get over it.” 

A growing number of In¬ 
ternet users said they are 
concerned about the gov¬ 
ernment checking on their 
online activities, accord¬ 
ing to the survey. But even 
more people were worried 
about businesses doing the 


Now, you obviously want to 
identify the speakers. The 
original way is not neces¬ 
sarily the ideal.” 

Smaller presses have cited 
limited budgets as a deter¬ 
rent to digitizing. But a top 
poetry publisher. Copper 
Canyon Press, last year be¬ 
gan an e-book program 
funded by a grant from the 
Paul G. Allen Foundation. □ 


same. 

The USC Annenberg 
School’s Center for the Dig¬ 
ital Future has polled more 
than 2,000 U.S. households 
about their Internet and 
technology use each year, 
with the exception of 2011, 
since 1999. 

Forty-three percent of In¬ 
ternet users said they are 
concerned about the gov¬ 
ernment checking what 
they do online, up from 38 
percent in 2010. But 57 per¬ 
cent said they were wor¬ 
ried about private compa¬ 
nies doing the same thing 
— up from 48 percent in 
the earlier study. 

A 2012 survey by the Pew 
Research Center found 
that almost three-quarters 
of Americans are con¬ 
cerned that businesses 
are collecting too much 
information about people 
like them, while 64 percent 
had the same worry about 
the government. □ 




Survey: Many Americans 
say ‘Big Brother’ is here 
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SNUBA and Snorkel Sail $65 
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Fruit and soft drinks included ^ 

For reservation call 586-0096 

Leaving from: Pier between Moomba Beach and Marriott Resort 



AT&T to introduce solar-powered charging stations 


DIANE CARDWELL 
© 2013 New York Times 

As keeping the mobile life 
going becomes ever more 
important - both to wireless 
customers and the provid¬ 
ers who serve them - AT&T 
says it has a new way to 
keep New Yorkers con¬ 
nected. 

Starting Tuesday, 25 solar- 
powered charging stations 
will sprout in parks, beach¬ 
es and other outdoor spac¬ 
es in the five boroughs, part 
of a pilot project from the 
wireless provider in partner¬ 
ship with the city. The sta¬ 
tions - 12.5-foot steel poles 
with three petal-shaped 
solar panels fanning out on 
top - can accommodate 
up to six devices at a time, 
with dedicated ports for 
iPhones, Androids, Black- 
Berrys and standard USB 
charging cables. 

Designed by a Brooklyn- 
based firm, Pensa, with so¬ 
lar technology from Goal 
Zero, a mobile solar startup, 
they are to remain in place 
in spots like Union Square 
Park, Metrotech Plaza and 
Rockaway Beach for three 
to four weeks at a time until 


October. If successful, AT&T 
could expand to other cit¬ 
ies. The project will cost 
$300,000 to $500,000. 

“We view this as a commit¬ 
ment to being a part of the 
New York community as a 
corporate citizen but also 
as a way for New Yorkers to 
continue to engage with 
their technology as they 
continue to consume more 
and more data,” said Ma- 
rissa Shorenstein, president 
of AT&T's New York division. 
It is also good for the com¬ 
pany’s bottom line. The city 
has more mobile custom¬ 
ers than in any other mar¬ 
ket, and executives, who 
have promoted use of their 
network by providing free 
wireless in subways and at 
parks and cultural events, 
realized there was a need 
for more frequent charg¬ 
ing. 

And it is the biggest area of 
growth for the major tele¬ 
communications compa¬ 
nies, said Eddie Hold, vice 
president of the Connect¬ 
ed Intelligence unit at NPD 
Group, a market research 
firm. 

“People are making less 



Marc Claycomb plugs his phone into an AT&T solar-powered 
mobile charging station in New York, June 11, 2013. The por¬ 
table chargers for wireless devices will rotate among areas 
throughout New York until October. 

(Michael Nagle for The New York Times) 


phone calls than they’ve 
made before and more 
importantly the newer gen¬ 
eration of people are really 
not making many phone 
calls,” he said. “To make 
money out of data services 
the telecom companies 
need to convince you to 
connect as many devices 
as possible. The more you 


connect, the more data 
you use, the more money 
they make.” 

The spark for the project 
came after Hurricane San¬ 
dy, when AT&T supplied 
diesel generators and cell 
towers on wheels to hard- 
hit neighborhoods in the 
five boroughs. 

Working with Goal Zero, 


which makes portable so¬ 
lar chargers, and Pensa, 
which had been experi¬ 
menting with creating sta¬ 
tionary street chargers, 
the company won ap¬ 
proval this spring from the 
city Parks Department to 
test them. They will rotate 
locations - including Or¬ 
chard Beach in the Bronx, 
Governors Island, Pier 59 in 
Hudson River Park, Coney 
Island, the Staten Island 
Zoo and several cultural 
events. 

In creating and testing the 
stations, said Chris Abbru- 
zzese, vice president for 
marketing at Goal Zero, 
they found that consumers 
are aware of exactly how 
much of a charge they 
need to power a phone or 
tablet for, say, a commute 
home. 

Three 15-watt panels and 
a 168-watt-hour lithium ion 
battery pack can keep 
the stations operating 
through the night or five 
days without sunshine. The 
stations will allow a user 
to fill a smartphone in two 
hours, or grab a 30 percent 
charge in 30 minutesO 


Global mobile competition shifts focus to software design 


NICK BILTON 
© 2013 New York Times 
SAN FRANCISCO - Last 
week, Timothy D. Cook, Ap¬ 
ple’s chief executive, stood 
on stage at the company's 
Worldwide Developers 
Conference without a new 
version of the iPhone or the 
iPad or some new device. 
After showing off new lap¬ 
top computers and a new, 
cylindrical Mac Pro, Cook 
and other Apple execu¬ 
tives spent the rest of their 
two-hour keynote address 
discussing the features of 
Apple’s latest mobile op¬ 
erating system, iOS 7. With 
the image of a flattened 


smartphone interface 
with thin typography on a 
screen in the background. 
Cook proudly noted, “This is 
the biggest change to iOS 
since the introduction of 
the iPhone." 

How does he figure that? 
Cook's bold claim was 
based on something that 
is well understood in tech 
circles but is easily over¬ 
looked by consumers. It is 
the design of the software, 
far more than the look and 
feel of the device itself, that 
allows a company to leap 
over its competitors. 
Hardware features like pro¬ 
cessing speed or screen 


resolution or even how well 
a camera works offer only 
fleeting advantages in 
the constant competition 
among smartphone manu¬ 
facturers. And with more 
than 1 billion smartphones 
in the world today, many 
of them with the same rect¬ 
angular design meant to 
fit in your hand yet large 
enough to be used as a 
phone, it is hard to imag¬ 
ine a breakthrough in their 
general look. 

But changes to the soft¬ 
ware are limited only by 
the skill and creativity of a 
company's engineers and 
designers, and are not as 


easily mimicked since they 
appeal to softer notions like 
“experience” rather than 
speed or weight. 

Designers at Apple, Micro¬ 
soft and Google appear to 
have been keenly aware of 
that when they worked on 
the latest versions of their 
mobile operating systems, 
experimenting with ways of 
making software that are 
unique yet as intuitive as a 
road sign.“I have my home, 

I have my office and I now I 
have my phone interface," 
said Paola Antonelli, senior 
curator of architecture and 
design at the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York. 


“When you turn a smart¬ 
phone off it is an enigmatic 
monolith; it's the interface 
that not only animates it 
but gives it meaning." 
Antonelli said she hoped 
to one day include iOS 7 in 
MoMA's design collection. 
In the first quarter of 2013, 
Windows Phone nudged 
BlackBerry to become the 
third most popular phone 
operating system glob¬ 
ally, according to a report 
by IDC, a market research 
firm. Microsoft shipped 7 
million Windows Phone 7 
devices in the first quarter, 
compared with 6.3 million 
BlackBerry devices.Q 
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Waiting for word from Bernanke, 
US stock markets surge up higher 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — It’s all 
about the Fed. Still. 

U.S. stocks moved higher 
Tuesday, helped by news of 
a pickup in home building 
and low inflation. But the 
Federal Reserve loomed 
large, with investors trying 
to guess what the central 
bank will say Wednesday 
about how long it plans to 
keep stimulus programs in 
place. For many, the mar¬ 
ket was in a holding pat¬ 
tern as investors waited for 
Wednesday’s announce¬ 
ment. 

The market's gains were 
steady and broad. The 
Standard & Poor's 500 in¬ 
dex rose 12.77 points, or 0.8 
percent, to 1,651.81. All 10 
of its sectors rose, led by 
industrial and telecommu¬ 
nications companies. The 
Russell 2000, an index of 
smaller companies, closed 
at a record high but fell 
just shy of the 1,000-point 
milestone. Tuesday’s wait- 
and-see vibe came from a 
familiar template. The Fed 
has had an outsized effect 
on the stock market in re¬ 
cent weeks, with the ma¬ 
jor indexes getting yanked 
back and forth as investors 
try to guess how long the 
central bank will keep sup¬ 
porting the U.S. economy. 
Some investors say it's trou¬ 
bling that the market is re¬ 
lying more on the central 
bank for direction than 
economic fundamentals. 
The latest turning point was 
May 22, when Fed Chair- 


DEE-ANN DURBIN 

TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writers 
DETROIT (AP) — Chrysler 
avoided a showdown with 
government safety regula¬ 
tors Tuesday, agreeing to 
recall 2.7 million older Jeep 
Grand Cherokee and Lib¬ 
erty SUVs that could be at 
risk of a fuel tank fire. 

Earlier this month the com¬ 
pany defiantly refused the 
government's request to 
recall the Jeeps. But Chrys¬ 
ler now says it will go ahead 
with the recall after getting 


man Ben Bernanke star¬ 
tled markets by announc¬ 
ing that the central bank 
could soon pull back on 
its bond-buying program if 
the economy improves. 
“Here we are again," said 
Gregg Fisher, founder and 
chief investment officer of 
Gerstein Fisher, a financial 
advisory firm in New York. 
“We don’t know what the 
actions will be. We’re all 
trying to figure that out.” 


The Fed’s role in the market 
has swelled since the 2008 
financial crisis. The central 
bank, which is best known 
for helping set interest rates, 
has taken an increasingly 
bigger role in trying to amp 
up the economy. Its bond¬ 
buying program is meant 
to keep interest rates low, 
which can encourage bor¬ 
rowing and drive inves¬ 
tors into the stock market. 
The Fed’s purchases have 


calls from concerned cus¬ 
tomers. 

The National Highway Traf¬ 
fic Safety Administration 
contended that the Jeep’s 
gas tank could rupture if 
hit from the rear, causing a 
fire. NHTSA said 51 people 
had died in fiery crashes in 
Jeeps with gas tanks po¬ 
sitioned behind the rear 
axle. 

The recall covers Jeep 
Grand Cherokees from 
model years 1993 through 
2004 and Jeep Libertys 
from 2002 through 2007. 


swollen its portfolio to $3.4 
trillion, a four-fold increase 
since before the crisis. 

“The game is different from 
what it used to be,” said 
Mark Spellman, portfolio 
manager for Value Line 
Funds, a mutual fund com¬ 
pany in New York. “It's not 
just, ‘Is the Fed going to 
raise (its benchmark inter¬ 
est rate) up or down?”’ It's 
‘Is the Fed going to keep 
buying $85 billion worth of 


bonds each month?”’ 
Analysts predicted that 
Bernanke would use his 
Wednesday news confer¬ 
ence to cast a reassuring 
tone and make it clear that 
the Fed won't pull back 
on any of its programs un¬ 
til it's sure the economy 
can handle it. He's also 
likely to drop more hints 
about when the Fed could 
start trimming its stimulus 
programs. □ 


Chrysler said Tuesday that 
dealers will inspect the 
vehicles and install trailer 
hitches to protect the gas 
tanks. The company said 
vehicles without hitches will 
get them, as will those with 
broken hitches or hitches 
that aren't from Chrysler. 

In a sfafement, Chrysler 
maintained that the ve¬ 
hicles aren’t defective, 
despite prior statements to 
the contrary from NHTSA. 
Chrysler wouldn’t say how 
much the trailer hitches 
would cost. □ 


JANE L. LEVERE 
© 2013 New York Times 

Aiming to attract younger 
travelers, Marriott Interna¬ 
tional is introducing a new 
advertising and branding 
campaign for Marriotf Ho¬ 
tels and Resorts, its largest 
brand. 

The campaign is the re¬ 
sult of “significant learn¬ 
ings we have had around 
consumers and how they 
have evolved,” said Mara 
Hannula, vice president for 
global marketing of Mar¬ 
riott Hotels. “We haven’t 
seen any other hotel brand 
capturing younger travel¬ 
ers in a very authoritative 
way. We see this is as a big 
opportunity for Marriott.” 
The campaign, named 
“Travel Brilliantly," is direct¬ 
ed at frequent business 
travelers who are part of 
Generation X and Genera¬ 
tion Y, Hannula said. Mem¬ 
bers of these generations 
include people born from 
the early 1960s to the late 
1970s and those born from 
the 1980s to the 1990s. The 
brand’s previous advertis¬ 
ing strategy did not focus 
on them. 

Hannula, who estimated 
that by 2018 half of all 
frequent business travel¬ 
ers would be members of 
Generation Y, also called 
the millennial, described 
younger travelers as mo¬ 
bile and global. 

“They demand style and 
design. Technology is cen¬ 
tral to their lifestyle. They 
seamlessly blend work and 
play,” she said. 

To reach this market, the 
campaign includes a com¬ 
mercial, in 30-second and 
60-second versions, that 
will go online Monday on 
websites like Hulu, Mash- 
able and Delta.com. It was 
shot at the Bangkok Marri¬ 
ott Sukhumvit and Rayong 
Marriott Resort and Spa, 
also in Thailand, and fea¬ 
tures travelers in a plane 
and taxi, checking into a 
hotel, attending a meeting 
there and swimming. 

The voice-over on the 
shorter commercial says, 
“This is not a hotel. It's an 
idea that travel should be 
brilliant. The promise of 
spaces as expansive as 
your imagination. This is not 


business as usual, it’s a new 
take on taking a meeting. 
A new way to inspire, cre¬ 
ate and, yes, dream. Be¬ 
cause it’s not only about 
where you’re staying, it’s 
about where you’re going. 
Marriott, travel brilliantly.” 
The commercial will start 
running on mobile devices 
through Millennial Media 
on July 15. It will begin to 
run on TV channels like 
ESPN, Comedy Central 
and the Travel Channel, 
as well as on shows like 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live,” the 
week of Sept. 2. Advertis¬ 
ing will also run overseas 
and on the brand’s social 
media channels. In addi¬ 
tion, the brand is running 
digital and mobile adver¬ 
tising with Wired and Fast 
Co., and sponsoring a new 
travel page on Fast Co.'s 
website. 

The campaign is the 
brand’s first in two years 
and the first Marriott cam¬ 
paign done by the New 
York office of Grey World¬ 
wide, a unit of WPP. Marri¬ 
ott Hotels and Resorts previ¬ 
ously worked with McGarry 
Bowen, part of the Dentsu 
Network unit of Denfsu. In 
addition to television, digi¬ 
tal, print and mobile adver¬ 
tisements, the campaign 
includes a new website 
and logo and a shortened 
name for the brand, now 
called Marriott Hotels. 

The 56-year-old brand is 
the flagship of Marrioff In¬ 
ternational. It has 500 ho¬ 
tels in 60 countries out of 
3,800 hotels for Marriott In¬ 
ternational. Almost 70 per¬ 
cent of Marriott Hotels are 
in the United States, while 
40 percent of the brand’s 
revenue is generated by 
meetings. The brand’s new 
website offers videos in 
which Marriott executives 
explain new initiatives - 
some already put in place, 
others in the works - in lob¬ 
by and guest-room design 
and dining and meeting 
services. The site also asks 
visitors to submit their trav¬ 
el ideas and vote for the 
ones they think are most 
creative, as part of a “co¬ 
creation” program running 
through September. 

Grey also redesigned the 
brand’s logoO 



Trader Edward Landi check a screen in a booth on the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange. Global stock markets traded 
fitfully Tuesday June 18, 2013 as investors watched for signs of a 
possible change in U.S. stimulus efforts by the Federal Reserve. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Chrysler agrees to recall of Jeeps 
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The Beige Book: 

Here’s what investors will watch for today from the Fed 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

What the world hopes to 
hear Wednesday from the 
Federal Reserve can be 
summed up in one word: 
clarity. 

Chairman Ben Bernanke 
will be pressed to settle 
the wave of confusion 
and speculation that’s 
consumed investors since 
he spoke to Congress last 
month about the Fed’s 
drive to keep long-term in¬ 
terest rates at record lows. 
Would the Fed scale back 
its $85 billion-a-month in 
bond purchases within 
“the next few meetings,” 
as he suggested to Con¬ 
gress at one point? Or does 
the job market remain too 
weak for the Fed to slow its 
stimulus, as Bernanke said 
at another point? 

The Fed's bond purchases 
have been intended to 
hold down long-term loan 
rates to induce Americans 
to borrow and spend and 
invest in the stock market. 
Ultra-low rates are credited 
with helping fuel a housing 
comeback, support eco¬ 
nomic growth, drive stocks 
to record highs and restore 
the wealth America lost to 
the recession. 

Conflicting statements 
from other Fed officials 
have further clouded the 
outlook for the bond-buy¬ 
ing program. That's why 
the pressure for the Fed to 
clarify its message has in¬ 
tensified in recent weeks. 


Here’s what to look for from 
each of four key events 
Wednesday: a statement 
the Fed will issue when its 
two-day meeting ends; the 
Fed’s updated economic 
outlook; Bernanke’s news 
conference; and the reac¬ 
tion of investors: 

FED STATEMENT 

A big question is wheth¬ 
er the Fed will revise the 
stance it's taken in the 
statements issued after its 
most recent policy meet¬ 
ings: That it will continue 
to buy $85 billion a month 
in Treasury and mortgage 
bonds — and that its bond 
purchases will continue un¬ 
til the outlook for the job 
market “has improved sub¬ 
stantially.” 

The Fed has not defined 
“substantially.” And Ber¬ 
nanke has stressed that 
the Fed could increase or 
reduce its bond purchases 
at any time depending 
on the economic outlook. 
He's also said that even 
after the Fed has begun 
to curtail the purchases, it 
could reverse course and 
step up its bond buying if it 
felt the economy needed 
more support. 

Almost no one expects the 
Fed to announce that it 
will start reducing its bond 
purchases immediately. 
But it might specify whaf 
if means by a subsfanfial 
improvement in the job 
market. Investors could 
then monitor the monthly 
employment report to see 


whether the job market is 
meeting the Fed’s bench¬ 
mark for substantial im¬ 
provement. 

The statement is expected 
to repeat the Fed's com¬ 
mitment to keep its key 
short-term interest rate at 
a record low near zero. The 
benchmark short-term rate 
has remained at that level 


each year when the cen¬ 
tral bank updates its eco¬ 
nomic outlook, based on 
the individual forecasts of 
19 Fed officials. If the Fed 
downgrades its outlook for 
growth and employment, it 
would suggest that officials 
fhink a sfill-weak economy 
continues to need substan¬ 
tial Fed stimulus. Investors 
would likely conclude that 
the Fed won't scale back 
its bond purchases soon. 

If, on the other hand, the 
Fed upgrades its outlook, it 


would be seen as a signal 
that it thinks the economy 
can now manage with less 
stimulus. The likely conclu¬ 
sion: That the Fed is moving 
closer to reducing its bond 
purchases. 

Though that conclusion 
would upset some inves¬ 
tors, it would amount to a 
vote of confidence in the 


2014, the Fed envisioned 
the rate between 6.7 per¬ 
cent and 7 percent. 

BERNANKE NEWS 
CONFERENCE 

The day’s major event is 
Bernanke's session with re¬ 
porters. And the question is 
how far he'll go to define a 
substantial improvement in 
the job market and to clar¬ 
ify fhe Fed’s timetable for 
slowing its bond purchases. 
However he does it, the 
chairman will surely ad¬ 


dress the uncertainty cre¬ 
ated by the mixed mes¬ 
sages he sent in his con¬ 
gressional testimony last 
month. 

Bernanke almost certainly 
won't say precisely when 
the Fed will start to slow its 
bond purchases. Econo¬ 
mists generally think the 
scaling back could be¬ 
gin in September or, if not 
then, by December. Ber¬ 
nanke might hint as much, 
without explicitly saying so, 
in his news conference. 

He may also try to ease 
investors’ fears by spelling 
out the kind of improve¬ 
ment in the job market the 
Fed will want to see before 
it starts trimming its bond 
purchases. And he’ll also 
likely stress the Fed’s con¬ 
tinued flexibility even after 
it starts to pull back: It could 
decide to taper or expand 
the bond purchases — or 
any other Fed program — 
at any time depending on 
the economy's health. 

INVESTORS’ REACTION 

Global financial markets 
are hoping for a signal that 
no pullback in the Fed’s 
economic support is im¬ 
minent. If Bernanke man¬ 
ages to reassure them, the 
market reaction may be 
muted. 

If, on the other hand, the 
Fed’s message is that it will 
start scaling back its stimu¬ 
lus as soon as September, 
investors might send stock 
and bond prices sinking 
and interest rates rising.Q 


since late 2008, after the fi- U.S. economy. 



Federal Reserve Board Chairman Ben Bernanke testifies 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, before the Senate Budget 
Committee. The financial world is looking to Bernanke the 
Week of June 17, 2013, to clarify the Fed’s timetable on 
economic stimulus. ( AP Photo/Alex Brandon) 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK„ 12 TEL 58B 4141 Q SAN NICOLAS B. V/D V£EN ZEPPENFELD STRA AT 14 TEL 584 4141 
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Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 


DAGWOOD SUMSTEAD/ 
I NEVER HEARD OF 
ANySODV WITH A 
NAME LIKE 
THAT/ 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


W/Wfo&ooN 1 NOT WHILE 
A&lWS'Nl&HT I V'fA PATIMQ 
TDNIOHX RALPH? THE MlfAS 



6/19 




Baby Blues 




Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 At the present 
time 

4 _ oneself; 

worked steadily 
9 Puncture 
13 Fills with 
wonder 

15 Over 

16 Canary’s home 

17 Shout 

18 Beauty spots 
on the skin 

19 Come_; find 

20 Messiest 

22 Table supports 

23 Hockey score 

24 Mischief maker 
26 Leftover bits 
29 Feinstein and 

Hatch, e.g, 

34 Actor Michael 

35 Place of refuge 

36 Actor’s signal 

37 Blyth and Curry 

38 “There was an 
old woman 
who _ in a 
shoe...” 

39 Part of the leg 

40 Journal 

41 Apple drink 

42 Adolescents 

43 Abandoned 

45 In ruling 

46 Immerse in a 
color solution 

47 Lunch or dinner 

48 Bangkok native 
51 Giving in 

56 Sword handle 

57 Turn aside, as 
the eyes 

58 _ as a pin 

60 Disassemble 

61 Slight coloring 

62 Actress Storm 

63 Night twinkler 

64 Firstborn of two 

65 _ away; fled 

DOWN 

1 Vote from one 
opposed 

2 Has debts 

3 In good health 

4 Prairies of 
South America 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 6/19/13 


Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved 



5 Bubbling away 
in the pot 

6 Nat King _ 

7 Arden & Plumb 

8 Fated; 
foreordained 

9 Carve a statue 

10 Sticky strip 

11 Very eager 

12 Stiller & Stein 
14 Mottoes 

21 Vatican leader 

25 Gent 

26 Burn with 
liquid 

27 Narrow boat 

28 Engagement 
symbols 

29 Rescued 

30 Hardly _; 
rarely 

31 Yellow shade 

32 Regretting 

33 Good judgment 
35 Keep under 

cover 

38 Able to read 
and write 

39 Closing tightly 
41 Weep 


42 This and _ 

44 Newspaper 
head 

45 Middle 

47 Come together 

48 Therefore 

49 Helpful 
suggestion 

50 Actor Alan _ 


52 Corrupt 

53 Give to a 
borrower 

54 Within reach 

55 Festive 
celebration 

59 “Adiller, a 
dollar, a _ 
o’clock...” 


©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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When car rental reservations aren’t honored 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Business Writer 

We're sorry, sir, but we 
don't have any cars left. 
That was my unpleasant 
welcome to Michigan by 
Hertz. 

I had a reservation. They 
saw the reservation. The 
problem: Hertz hadn’t ac¬ 
tually saved me a car. 

So here I was, just off a 
plane in Kalamazoo, suit¬ 
case in tow and no car. I 
wasn’t the only one strand¬ 
ed and — I later learned 
from my cab driver — it 
happens somewhat regu¬ 
larly. 

After the initial shock, all 
that kept flashing through 
my head was a 1991 Sein¬ 
feld episode where a car 
rental firm doesn't have 
Jerry’s reserved car. 

“But the reservation keeps 
the car here. That’s why 
you have the reservation,” 
Seinfeld says. “You know 
how to take the reserva¬ 
tion, you just don’t know 
how to hold the reserva¬ 
tion. And that’s really the 
most important part of the 
reservation: the holding.” 
Reserving a car is different 
than almost any other trav¬ 
el product. 

Airfare is typically non- 
refundable once you pur¬ 
chase a ticket. Hotel rooms 

TeJ; 58 *-0697 / S&3-74&4 
Schct kind str 70 


can be canceled up to a 
certain point — usually 4 
p.m. the night of arrival. But 
there's typically no penalty 
for reserving a car and nev¬ 
er picking it up. 

That leaves the industry 
with many more reserva¬ 
tions than actual renters. 

So just like airlines sell more 
tickets on planes than 
seats, car rental agencies 
sometimes don’t have 
enough cars to meet their 



Customers wait in line at a 
Hertz rental car counter at San 
Jose International Airport in 
San Jose, Calif. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 

demand. 

“During the course of a 
year, this phenomenon is 
a rare occasion and oc¬ 
curs less than 1 percent 
of the time,” Paula Rivera, 
a spokeswoman for Hertz 
Global Holdings, Inc., par¬ 
ent company of Hertz, 
Dollar and Thrifty, said via 
email. 

If a reserved car class is not 
available, it is Hertz's policy 


to provide a complimen¬ 
tary upgrade to the next 
available car class. 

In situations like mine where 
there are no cars left at the 
airport. Hertz will let custom¬ 
ers rent from a competitor 
and pay the difference, or 
pay for a cab to and from 
your hotel, asking you to re¬ 
turn the next morning when 
more cars might be avail¬ 
able. 

The company will also pro¬ 
vide a $50 voucher for a fu¬ 
ture rental. 

Alice Pereira, a spokes¬ 
woman for Avis Budget 
Group, Inc., outlined a 
nearly identical policy at 
her company. A represen¬ 
tative for Enterprise Hold¬ 
ings, the parent of Alamo 
Rent A Car, Enterprise Rent- 
A-Car and National Car 
Rental, did not respond 
to numerous requests for 
comment. 

For me, a solution wasn't 
so simple. Everybody else 
in Kalamazoo was out of 
cars and Hertz said it would 
be days until they got more 
vehicles. 

I had an early meeting 
for work the next day and 
needed a car. Luckily, the 
airport in Grand Rapids, 
Mich. — 58 miles (93 kilo¬ 
meters) away — did have 
some cars available. O 

250K US 1 mile from beach, 
turnkey 3 bd 2 bath new villa 
granite counter top kitchen 
stainless steel appliances. 

Open area vault ceiling central 
air, water heater, security 
system 

+297-593 0946 AUA 
+1702 862 0711 USA 

198863 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana 1 Bedr 
Renovated Unit 

Great Deal; wk 21 
May 24-31,2014 
Pool / Ocean View 
Only $3500.00 
Lifetime Ownership 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 199721 

FOR SALE 
La Cabana Studio 
Renovated Unit 

Great Deal; wk 21 
May 24-31,2014 
Pool / Ocean View 
Only $2700.00 
Lifetime Ownership 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

199721 


Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


tend your stay 



tiUtility Apartments 

4 Loft Apts. *FyHy finished 

*tfirch«Fi / Aireo / Co bJc TV Ptoel 

Less thon 1 mile from Fojle Bees H A 4 ki^gt supewirhcis. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: Boni 7pm. 5at A S m- Sam-5pm. 



Subali 113-C 

WELL PfilCf D TOWN HOUSE 
LOCATED IN POPULAR 
UPSCALE SMALL RESIDENCY, 
CLOSE TO EAGLE BEACH. 

THii wtk kepi WwntwuSf 
is built on 4 79 en-V S26& sf 
of properly Und 
The property comes with, 
liftdsc 4pe4 privdlo garden, 
fully aircorid.ijorad. free 
standing maktsrocnn private 
(paved* parking 5 bedroom* 
and 2 bMhooms and men?. 


Ontuffc 



tltlt 



Best & Solid Real Estate 


US $ 289. 


Pal m Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 5BG4242 
wwvrjrubahouses.com 



FOR SALE 
Costa Linda 
Great Opportunity 

2 Bedr, 2 Bath 
wk 20 (Fri-Fri) 

Pool & Ocean View 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

199721 


FOR SALE 
La Cabana 1 Bedr 
Motivated Seller 

2 bBedr3rd Floor 
wk 24+25 (Sat-Sat) 

Pool & Ocean View 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 199721 


DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Samuels 




EEfi 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT. 
FIRE DEPT. 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


FOR SALE 
Divi Phoenix Villa 
Discount Price 

Lg Corner Studio 
Weeks 19 & 20 
ocean view 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

199721 

FOR SALE 
La Cabana 1 Bedr 
Motivated Seller 

wk 22 (Sat-Sat) 

Pool & Ocean View 
Call 737-3000 
itraruba@gmail.com 

_ 19972 1 

FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
close to the beach in Alto Vista 
Nice Residential Area 
Property Land 
Asking price $170,000 
for more information: 

Cel: 594-6639 

199718 


FOR SALE /RENT 
Divi Phoenix wk 25 Rm 115 

$3300 

Aruba Beach Club wk 26 
Rm 128 $3400 
Tropicana wk 25 unit 2531 
$3400 

508- 651-0016 
e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_199566 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana wk 13, sun-sun 

Studio, sleeps 4 
newly renovated, ocean and 
pool view $5500 
Denise 847-446-4223 
denisehgibson@gmail.com 

199142 



Violence Against Women 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD Sta. Cruz TeL 585-8028 
S. NICOLAS _ Aloe[TeL 584-4606 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 118 
SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

June 19 Freewinds 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 

FOUNDATION " 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel_ 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Review finds a spinal treatment’s benefit overstated 


Study gauging 
value in schools 
for technology 

MOTOKO RICH 
© 2013 New York Times 

With school districts rushing 
to buy computers, tablets, 
digital white boards and 
other technology, a new 
report questions whether 
the investment is worth it. 

In a review of student sur¬ 
vey data conducted in 
conjunction with the feder¬ 
al exams known as the Na¬ 
tional Assessment of Edu¬ 
cational Progress, the non¬ 
profit Center for American 
Progress found that middle 
school math students more 
commonly used com¬ 
puters for basic drills and 
practice than to develop 
sophisticated skills. The re¬ 
port also found that no 
state was collecting data 
to evaluate whether tech¬ 
nology investments were 
actually improving student 
achievement. 

“Schools frequently ac¬ 
quire digital devices with¬ 
out discrete learning goals 
and ultimately use these 
devices in ways that fail 
to adequately serve stu¬ 
dents, schools, or taxpay¬ 
ers,” wrote Ulrich Boser, a 
senior fellow at the Center 
for American Progress and 
the author of the report. 
The analysis of the NAEP 
data found that 34 percent 
of eighth graders who took 
the math exams in 2011 
used computers to “drill 
on math facts” while less 
than a quarter worked with 
spreadsheets or geometric 
figures on the computer. 
Only 17 percent used sta¬ 
tistical programs. 

The federal survey data 
showed striking differences 
among racial groups and 
income levels. 

More than half of the 
black students who took 
the eighth-grade math 
exam in 2011 said they 
used computers to work 
on math, while only 30 per¬ 
cent of white students said 
they did. 

Similarly, 41 percent of stu¬ 
dents eligible for free and 
reduced lunches said they 
used computers for math 
drills, compared with 29 
percent of students whose 
families earn too much 
for them to qualify for the 
lunches. □ 


BARRY MEIER 
© 2013 New York Times 

Researchers have long ar¬ 
gued that a heralded spi¬ 
nal treatment sold by the 
nation’s largest device 
maker, Medtronic, was no 
better than an older one 
and possibly more risky. 
Now with the company’s 
help, they have the proof. 
The evidence, published re¬ 
cently in a medical journal, 
is the first fruit of a move¬ 
ment aimed at helping 
doctors and patients make 
better treatment choices. 
Its goal is to have compa¬ 
nies make clinical data 
about a drug or a medi¬ 
cal device available to a 
wide range of researchers, 


not just a few hand-picked 
ones. 

The development is the 
latest step in an evolving, 
decadelong push by pa¬ 
tient advocates to make 
the practice of medicine 
more transparent. As a re¬ 
sult of that effort, compa¬ 
nies have recently started 
disclosing their payments to 
doctors and medical jour¬ 
nals now require research¬ 
ers to reveal any financial 
ties to a study's sponsor. 

By getting companies to 
release study data, advo¬ 
cates say, outside experts 
can vet whether reports 
in medical journal about 
the tests are accurate and 
complete. The concern 
is that the reports, which 
doctors rely on to learn 
about a treatment, can be 
shaped not only by finan¬ 
cial factors but also by the 


personal agendas of the 
researchers involved. 

“To improve the care of 
patients, clinical trial data, 
protocols and results need 
to be made more widely 
available and shared for 
public benefit,” according 
to an editorial in Annals of 
Internal Medicine, which 
published the Medtronic- 
related reports. 

Medtronic's decision to 
release data about spi¬ 
nal treatment followed 
charges in 2011 in a medi¬ 
cal journal that company- 
sponsored studies about 
the product had overstat¬ 
ed its benefit and played 
down its risks. Other pro¬ 
ducers are weighing the 


impact of adverse publicity 
if they decide not to follow 
suit against the possible im¬ 
pact on sales if they do. 

The Medtronic product at 
issue, which was first sold 
in 2002, is a bioengineered 
bone growth protein called 
Infuse that is used in spinal 
fusion, a common proce¬ 
dure performed to reduce 
back pain. Starting about a 
decade ago, some studies, 
including those sponsored 
by Medtronic, reported in 
medical journals that Infuse 
produced superior patient 
outcomes than the tradi¬ 
tional material used in the 
procedure, a bone graft, 
and posed little if any risk. 
One 2003 report, for ex¬ 
ample, concluded that In¬ 
fuse produced “statistically 
superior outcomes with re¬ 
gard to length of surgery, 
blood loss, hospital stay. 


reoperation rate, median 
time to return to work and 
fusion rates.” 

Many of the Infuse reports 
were written by research¬ 
ers who received millions 
of dollars over the years in 
consulting fees and other 
payments from Medtronic, 
including Dr. Thomas A. 
Zdeblick of the University of 
Wisconsin and Dr. J. Ken¬ 
neth Burkus, a spine sur¬ 
geon in Georgia. The early 
reports led to the wide¬ 
spread use of Infuse for 
the specific type of spinal 
fusion for which the Food 
and Drug Administration 
had given approval and by 
surgeons as an “off-label” 
treatment in other types of 


fusion procedures. By 2011, 
Infuse was used in about 
a quarter of the estimated 
432,000 spinal fusions per¬ 
formed in this country each 
year, but by then it had 
become controversial be¬ 
cause of its cost and grow¬ 
ing safety complaints. 

In 2008, for example, the 
FDA warned that it had 
received reports of life- 
threatening complications 
when Infuse was used off- 
label to fuse together ver¬ 
tebrae in the upper, or cer¬ 
vical, portion of the spine. 
The controversy reached 
a climax in 2011, when a 
medical publication. The 
Spine Journal, devoted 
an issue to reports that re¬ 
pudiated the Medtronic- 
sponsored research, call¬ 
ing it misleading and bi¬ 
ased. The journal’s move 
was significant because it 


is published by the nation's 
biggest group of spine sur¬ 
geons, the North American 
Spine Society. 

Experts involved in re¬ 
search, like Zdeblick and 
Burkus, defended their 
work and insisted that their 
ties to Medtronic had not 
influenced them. But fac¬ 
ing a firestorm, Medtronic 
agreed in 2011 to provide 
$2.5 million to Yale Univer¬ 
sity to oversee an indepen¬ 
dent review of study data. 
The resulting examina¬ 
tions, published Monday, 
involved reviews by two 
separate teams. 

A professor at Yale who 
oversaw the review. Dr. 
Harlan M. Krumholz, said 


that while the two teams 
had slightly different find¬ 
ings, they pointed in the 
same direction. 

“The general, overall pic¬ 
ture is that they failed to 
find a big benefit,” for In¬ 
fuse, Krumholz said. “And 
they found there might be 
some harms.” 

Doctors and patients, he 
said, could use the review’s 
information to decide 
which treatment was best 
for them. 

Some reviewers also con¬ 
cluded that the Medtronic- 
financed research had - 
unwittingly or not - present¬ 
ed a misleading picture. 
“Selective reporting or un¬ 
derreporting of outcomes 
in journal publications may 
have misrepresented the 
benefits and harms,” of 
Infuse, the Oregon group 
wrote. □ 



The offices of, Medtronic, the company behind the bone growth product. Infuse, in an undated handout photo. Independent re¬ 
views of clinical trial data concluded the benefits of Infuse, used in spinal fusion, were overstated, and that it might pose risks, the 
first fruit of a movement aimed at helping doctors and patients make better treatment choices. 

(Handout via The New York Times) 


































STAR GAZING 

Bieber behind 
wheel as car hits 
paparazzi in LA 



/ ■k- h._ 

Justin Bieber in Los Angeles. 
(Handout Photo) 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Video 
shows Justin Bieber running 
into a photographer with 
his white Ferrari in Holly¬ 
wood, but police say there 
was no crime and the inju¬ 
ries aren't life-threatening. 
Lt. Craig Valenzuela says 
Bieber’s car collided with 
the person at 11:45 p.m. 
local time Monday on Sun¬ 
set Boulevard. Valenzuela 
says nobody was cited or 
arrested and officers de¬ 
termined no crime was 
committed. He says inves¬ 
tigators are trying to deter¬ 
mine whether the pedes¬ 
trian was in the roadway. A 
video posted by TMZ.com 
shows Bieber getting into a 
Ferrari. He’s surrounded by 
paparazzi and as the car 
drives off, one falls to the 
ground and grips his knee. 
A request for comment 
from Bieber's publicist, Me¬ 
lissa Victor, was not imme¬ 
diately returnedO 

Diving legend 
Greg Louganis 
to marry in fall 

NEW YORK (AP) — Former 
Olympic diving cham¬ 
pion Greg Louganis plans 
to get married this year. 
People magazine says the 
53-year-old Louganis will 
marry paralegal Johnny 
Chaillot. The four-time gold 
medalist is the only man to 
win consecutive Olympic 
titles in springboard and 
platform diving — in 1984 
at Los Angeles and 1988 at 
Seoul. After his diving ca¬ 
reer ended, Louganis re¬ 
vealed he was gay in 1994 
and announced he was 
HIV-positive a year later. 
Louganis is helping Olym¬ 
pic hopefuls as an athlete 
mentor for USA Diving. He’s 
also been featured as a 
coach on ABC’s reality div¬ 
ing competition “Splash.” 
□ 
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‘World War T draws massive crowd in NYC 


JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Thou¬ 
sands of screaming fans 
brought Times Square to 
a standstill as they waited 
to catch a glimpse of Brad 
Pitt at the premiere of his 
new thriller, “World War Z.” 
The 49-year old actor took 
his time to talk to report¬ 
ers on the appropriately- 
designed “Z-shaped” red 
carpet, often breaking 
away to sign autographs 
and pose for photographs 
with fans. 

“We’re not doing this 
small... we’re going big this 
summer,” Pitt said of the 
premiere that resembled a 
music festival. 

Pitt stars in and produced 
the apocalyptic thriller 
based on the book by Max 
Brooks. 

He’s the son of the legend¬ 
ary comic actor and direc¬ 
tor Mel Brooks. 

Pitt plays a former United 
Nations investigator who 
traverses the world in a 
race against time to stop 
a zombie pandemic that 
is threatening to decimate 
humanity. 


“We liked this idea of taking 
a genre and using that as, I 
guess, a metaphor for pan¬ 
demics, and what if one of 


While Pitt sees the film as 
more of a summer thriller 
than a cautionary tale, 
he’s nonetheless intrigued 


he said. As for letting his 
children see it, Pitt feels the 
movie is not appropriate 
for the younger ones. 



Actor Brad Pitt taking a photo with a fan at the premiere of 
day, June 17, 2013, in New York. 


World War Z” in Times Square on Mon- 


these pandemics jumped 
the tracks. Would we be 
ready? What countries 
would be in better shape, 
what countries would take 
the biggest hit?," Pitt said 
of the zombie thriller. 


by the political subtext. 

“A movie is only good if it 
speaks about our time, if it’s 
personal in some way, and 
it plugs into the Zeitgeist to 
irritate a little bit. 

I think we got that here,” 


(Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP) 

“My two oldest I’ve let see 
it, and they’ve loved it. Pa¬ 
rental guidance, it’s called 
parental guidance,” Pitt 
said of only allowing Mad¬ 
dox, 11, and Pax, 8, to see 
the film. □ 


James Franco seeks $500K in crowd-funding 



Actor James Franco at the LA premiere of “Spring Breakers” at 
the ArcLight Hollywood in Los Angeles. Franco is seeking to raise 
$500,000 to bankroll a trilogy of movies. Franco on launched a 
campaign, Monday, June 17, on IndieGogo, a crowd-funding 
site that allows people to keep the money they raise, even if the 
project doesn’t come to fruition. 

(Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP) 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Following 
crowd-funding campaigns 
from “Veronica Mars” and 
Zach Braff, James Franco 
is trying to raise $500,000 to 
bankroll a trilogy of movies. 
Franco on Monday night 
started a campaign on In- 
diegogo, a crowd-funding 
alternative to Kickstarter 
that allows people to keep 
the money they raise even 
if the project doesn’t come 
to fruition. Franco isn’t try¬ 
ing to direct the films; he's 
raising money so that a 
collection of young film¬ 
makers can adapt his 2011 
short story collection, “Palo 
Alto.” “Because of who I 
am, people often believe 
that it is easy to find inves¬ 
tors and distributors for my 
films,” wrote Franco. “Un¬ 
fortunately, things aren't 
that easy. More times 
than not, I have put in my 
own money to produce 
my films and my student's 
films. However, this time it’s 


different. We need more 
funding, I will still fund part 
of it but I need of your 
help, filming three feature 
films back-to-back requires 
more funding than I can 
give.” Franco pledges to 
donate any profits from 


the films to Art of Elysium, a 
nonprofit that encourages 
entertainers to visit children 
with serious medical condi¬ 
tions. Levels of contribution 
range from $10 for cop¬ 
ies of the screenplays to 
$10,000, which gets dinner 


with Franco and an execu¬ 
tive producer credit. 

The three films — titled 
“Memoria,” "Yosemite" 
and “Killing Animals” — 
will pull from stories Franco 
wrote about his California 
hometown. Directing will 
be Bruce Thierry Cheung, 
Gabrielle Demeestere, 
Nina Ljeti and Vladimir de 
Fontenay, all of whom are 
current or former students 
from New York University, 
where Franco attended 
the film program. Franco, 
who currently stars in the 
apocalyptic comedy “This 
Is the End,” has directed 
a number of feature films. 
He premiered his William 
Faulkner adaptation “As I 
Lay Dying” at the Cannes 
Film Festival in May. The 
campaign didn’t immedi¬ 
ately take off like those did 
for “Veronica Mars" and 
Braff’s film. As of late Tues¬ 
day morning, it had pulled 
in $22,000, with 30 days to 
go before the campaign 
closes on July 170 
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Music Review: 

Kanye West eerie, erratic on hard to digest ‘Yeezus’ 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
Kanye West, “Yeezus” (Def 
Jam/Roc-A-Fella) 

It’s hard to digest all of 
Kanye West on his new al¬ 
bum. 

“Yeezus” is the rapper's 
darkest, eeriest and most 
erratic album of his six solo 
releases. He is in militant 
form on the 10-track set, 
rapping over beats that 
are artsy, electronic and 
gloomy. It's a far stretch 
from the contemporary 
rap and pop success he 
achieved with more than 
a dozen Top 10 hits, includ¬ 
ing “Gold Digger,” "Stron¬ 
ger” and “Heartless.” But 
that isn’t necessarily a bad 
thing. 

“Yeezus” continues on the 
dark and emotive path he 
set on 2010's “My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy” and 
“808s & Heartbreak," which 


was released two years 
earlier. The production 
throughout “Yeezus" is ex¬ 
ceptional, with Rick Rubin, 
Daft Punk, No ID, RZA and 
more helping out. The al¬ 
bum flows nicely, with songs 
including layered vocals 
and transitions that elevate 
them to great heights: “On 
Sight” starts the album with 
the right energy and West 
gets an epic and soulful as¬ 
sist from Charlie Wilson on 
the closing track, “Bound 
2." It’s a classic Yeezy effort 
and arguably the album's 
best track. 

Lyrically, though. West isn’t 
always at his best. The al¬ 
bum lacks deep storytelling 
from the 36-year-old, which 
he powerfully delivered on 
past albums. He sounds 
random and frustrated at 
times, and at others, he'll 
frustrate you (he raps of an 
oral sex act from a nun on 


“I’m in It”). Really? FOR-RE- 
ALZY YEEZY? 

West raps about religion a 
good amount on “Yeezus,” 
which is his Jesus-like moni¬ 
ker. “If I don’t get ran out by 


Catholics, here come some 
conservative Baptists,” he 
says on “Black Skinhead.” 
And on “I Am a God" — 
well, you get it. 

But religious folks won't be 


doing extremely well,” the 
brand’s design chief, Chris¬ 
topher Bailey, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press after the show. 
“Men are enjoying fashion 
more than ever. (They’re) 
actually caring about the 
way they're looking, smell¬ 
ing and feeling." 

The brand joins other top 
industry players, includ¬ 
ing Tom Ford, Alexander 
McQueen and Paul Smith, 
which are also showing 
menswear this week in the 
British capital. Bailey said 
his new spring collection 
for Burberry is inspired by 
painter David Hockney and 
writer Alan Bennett, both 
famous names in British 
culture circles. But Bailey’s 
vision of British elegance is 
not at all like the traditional 
Savile Row tailoring that the 
country is famous for. 
Tuesday's catwalk was 
dominated by casual out¬ 
fits that focused on relaxed 
shapes, whimsical layer¬ 
ing and unexpected color 
combinations: Denim blue 
and turquoise with laven¬ 
der, or teal and mustard 
with navy. Tailored dress 
shirts were worn one over 
the other—the outside one 
doubling as a light jacket — 


the only ones upset with 
the album: While West has 
promoted “Yeezus” with 
performances on “Satur¬ 
day Night Live” and video 
projections to match the 
album's wild sound, he’s 
releasing it without a huge 
single on radio or on the 
charts. 

There isn’t even an offi¬ 
cial music video. While he 
charted new territory on 
“Twisted Fantasy,” that al¬ 
bum was sprinkled with ra¬ 
dio-ready anthems like “All 
of the Lights." 

For the performer with the 
largest voice in rap — and 
sometimes in all of music — 
he deserves praise for not 
conforming to mainstream 
and radio rules like other 
pop stars. 

He may lose some fans be¬ 
cause his new sound isn't 
easy to digest, but he'll like¬ 
ly gain others, too.Q 

London 

and shirts with large polka 
dots clashed with striped, 
narrow ties. 

Trousers were slim and an¬ 
kle-grazing, worn with col¬ 
orful boat shoes or suede 
loafers and no socks, and 
models carried slouchy 
leather bags in bright red, 
yellow or blue. 

The show, in London's Kens¬ 
ington Gardens, drew ten¬ 
nis star Serena Williams and 
British singer Tinie Tempah 
to its front row and ap¬ 
peared to be well-received 
by guests. “It’s got a very 
modern feeling and is very 
delicate at the same time,” 
said Tiziana Cardini, fashion 
director at Milan’s La Rina- 
scente department store. 
She added that while Mi¬ 
lan is more established as 
a menswear capital, Lon¬ 
don is also starting to gain 
recognition with Burberry’s 
move there. 

Best known for its military- 
style trench coats. Burberry 
reported in May that while 
womenswear and acces¬ 
sories remained its biggest 
earners, menswear out¬ 
performed the others in 
growth last year, achiev¬ 
ing a 13-percent revenue 
increase. □ 



This CD cover image released by Def Jam Recordings shows 
“Yeezus,” the latest release by Kanye West. 

(AP Photo/Def Jam Recordings) 


Burberry showcases latest menswear in 



A model wear a creation by Burberry during London Men's spring summer fashion collections 
2014, in London, Tuesday, June 18, 2013. 

(Photo by Joel Ryan/Invision/AP) 


SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Wom¬ 
enswear and accessories 
like handbags may be 
the mainstays of the luxury 
goods market, but right 
now menswear is where 
the growth is. 

That appears to be true, at 


least, for British luxury brand 
Burberry, which showcased 
its latest menswear designs 
in London on Tuesday after 
a decade in Milan. 

The move brings the 
brand’s menswear divi¬ 
sion in line with its wom¬ 
enswear branch, which 
has led the London Fash¬ 


ion Week circuit with glitzy, 
celebrity-studded shows 
for the past few seasons. It 
also signaled a new focus 
on menswear, which the 
brand has reported to be 
its fastest growing product 
division in the past year. 
“It’s an ever-growing cat¬ 
egory — the business is 
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The Other Side Of The Story 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2013 New York Times 

The deck is always stacked when 
we debate keeping the nation 
safe. 

Recently, we discovered that 
the National Security Agency is 
keeping an enormous file of our 
phone calls. In the NSA’s de¬ 
fense, its chief, Gen. Keith Alex¬ 
ander, said “dozens” of poten¬ 
tial terrorist attacks had been 
thwarted by that kind of effort. 
The director of the FBI, Robert 
Mueller, suggested it might pre¬ 
vent “the next Boston.” 

How do you argue with that? 
True, the NSA program had been 
up and running for years without 
being able to prevent the first 
Boston. And Alexander declined 
to identify the thwarted attacks, 
arguing that might aid potential 
terrorists. 

But most Americans were sold. 
The words “terrorist attack” con¬ 
jured up terrible, vivid pictures. 
On the other side was just a hu- 
mongous computer bank full of 
numbers. If you didn’t do any¬ 
thing wrong, what was the prob¬ 
lem? 

Today, let’s try putting a face on 
it in the form of Brandon May- 
field. 

A Kansas native, Mayfield went 
to college and law school, 
served in the Army, married, had 
three children, and moved to 
Portland, Ore., to practice law. 
His story begins with - yes! - an 
enormous federal database, in 
this case the one that collected 
fingerprints of Americans who 
served in the military. 

In 2004, after terrorists bombed 
commuter trains in Madrid, Span¬ 
ish officials found a suspicious fin¬ 
gerprint on a plastic bag at the 
scene. The FBI ran it through their 
files and decided, erroneously, 
that it matched Mayfield’s. Fur¬ 
ther investigation revealed that 
Mayfield had married an Egyp¬ 
tian immigrant and converted to 
Islam - information the authorities 
apparently found far more com¬ 
pelling than the fact that he had 
never been to Spain. 

Peculiar things then began to 
happen in the Mayfield house. 
His wife, Mona, returned home to 
find unlocked doors mysteriously 
bolted. Their daughter Sharia, 
then 12, noticed that someone 
had been fooling around with 
her computer. 

“I had a desktop monitor, and it 
looked like some of the screws 
had been taken out and not put 
back in all the way,” she said in a 
phone interview. “And the hard 
drive was sticking out.” 

Later, the family would learn that 
agents had broken into their 
home and Mayfield’s law office 
repeatedly, taking DNA swabs 
from the bathroom, nail clippings 


and cigarette butts, along with 
images of all the computer hard 
drives. 

“I became very paranoid that 
someone was going into my 
room,” said Sharia. 

The snoopers had warrants from 
the court set up by the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act. 
FISA courts are supposed to 
keep investigators within the law 
while they’re secretly search¬ 
ing for terrorists. We have been 
hearing a lot about this recently, 
since the Obama administra¬ 
tion keeps pointing out that the 
NSA’s phone records project 
had the blessing of FISA judges. 
Last year, the feds made 1,856 
requests to FISA judges and got 
1,856 thumbs-up. 

So there we are: Search of huge 
database produces a (wrong) 
name. Investigators get permis¬ 
sion to search an American fam¬ 
ily’s house without their knowl¬ 
edge, from a secret court that 
does not seem to be superhard 
to convince. 

One day, FBI agents walked into 
Mayfield’s office, handcuffed 
him and took him away. When 
Sharia left school, her brother 
met her and told her that their 
father had been arrested. She 
assumed it was a joke. 

“I said something like, ‘Oh - good 
one, bro.’ Then my brother start¬ 
ed to cry.” 

For the next two weeks, Mayfield 
remained in jail, imagining a pos¬ 
sible death penalty. His daugh¬ 
ter recalls the family’s isolation, 
coupled with omnipresent radio 
and television reports about the 
alleged Madrid bomber. 

“School was a refuge in some 
ways from the reality of home, 
which was hell,” Sharia said. 
Spain saved the day. The Span¬ 
ish investigators were dubious 
from the beginning that the fin¬ 
gerprints at the bombing site 
were Mayfield’s; they had been 
hoping, perhaps, for a person 
who had set foot in Europe within 
the last decade. They found and 
arrested someone whose finger 
was a real match. 

Mayfield was released. The gov¬ 
ernment eventually paid him $2 
million in damages and, in a rare 
act of contrition, issued a formal 
apology to him and his family. 
A federal judge in Oregon also 
found that the Patriot Act’s au¬ 
thorization of secret searches 
against U.S. citizens was uncon¬ 
stitutional - a ruling that was re¬ 
versed on a technicality by a 
higher court. 

That was nearly a decade ago. 
“But you never quite get over 
these things,” Mayfield said. “It 
was a harrowing ordeal. It was 
terrifying.” 

He and his daughter are work¬ 
ing on a book about what hap¬ 
pened. Sharia is also going to law 
school. 

“I want to do civil liberties,” she 
said. 

So there we are. It’s just one story. 
But I suspect the national willing¬ 
ness to give government a blank 
check on national security mat¬ 
ters comes to a screeching halt 
at about the point where the 
agents tiptoe into the daughter’s 
bedroom.□ 



This Isn’t How To Stop Hackers 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2013 New York Times 

WUHAN, China - When we land¬ 
ed in China early this week, we 
hadn’t realized that a long holi¬ 
day, the Dragon Boat Festival, 
was about to begin. It took us a 
little while to figure out why traf¬ 
fic was so light in Beijing, and why 
the offices where we were meet¬ 
ing officials were so deserted. 

We were a handful of journalists 
on a three-city tour that included 
Beijing, Shanghai and Wuhan, 
an industrial city in central China. 
(The trip was organized by the 
China-United States Exchange 
Foundation, which organizes trips 
for Western journalists to China 
four or five times a year.) 

Because we had just come 
from the United States, the news 
about Edward Snowden was 
much on our minds. To us, at 
least, it seemed to scream for a 
Chinese response. Snowden, a 
29-year-old employee of Booz 
Allen Hamilton, had leaked infor¬ 
mation about a huge program 
conducted by the National Se¬ 
curity Agency to obtain a record 
of every phone call made in the 
United States. He also leaked 
news of another program, Prism, 
that gathered information from 
Facebook, Apple and other tech 
companies about the cyberac¬ 
tivity of customers. The revela¬ 
tions were astonishing. 

Now Snowden was hiding out 
somewhere in Hong Kong, pop¬ 
ping up just long enough to grant 
the occasional interview. What 
would China do if, say, Snowden 


asked for asylum? And what did 
China have to say about all this 
spying by the U.S. government? 
Not much, at least not at first. In 
one early meeting, the official 
answering our questions knew 
so little about I’affaire Snowden 
that he asked us to walk him 
through it. “It sounds like Hong 
Kong has quite a problem,” he 
grinned. 

Yes, we all concluded: It had to 
be the lingering effects of the 
Dragon Boat Festival. 

It’s not that there weren’t oth¬ 
er things that Chinese officials 
wanted to talk about. But most 
of their observations began with 
the idea that their government 
was trying to be the “good” su¬ 
perpower, wanting harmonious 
relations with the United States, 
while the Americans contin¬ 
ued to act in provocative ways, 
putting peace-loving China on 
edge. Topping the list of such 
“provocations” was the accusa¬ 
tion made by the Obama ad¬ 
ministration that China has been 
hacking into American comput¬ 
ers. 

Is China hacking? Of course it 
is - on a broad scale. A report 
issued in February by the Man- 
diant Group was close to defini¬ 
tive. It traced a group of hack¬ 
ers to a building owned by the 
People’s Liberation Army. Yet 
any question broached on the 
subject brought furious rebuttals. 
China did not hack American 
computers, we were told. Our so- 
called evidence was pathetic. 
Zhang Ping, the vice president 
of the Chinese People’s Institute 
of Foreign Affairs, described the 
hacking allegations as “defama¬ 
tion.” Chinese computers were 
hacked every day, he said - by 
Americans. It was the classic Chi¬ 
nese response to allegations it 
didn’t want to discuss. 

There was another classic re¬ 
sponse, which we saw a few 
days later. After he had been in 
Hong Kong a few days, Snowden 
gave another interview in which 
he said that the United States 
had routinely hacked into Chi¬ 


nese computers. In addition to 
suddenly improving his chances 
of gaining asylum, Snowden had 
given the Chinese the ammuni¬ 
tion they had been looking for. 
All over the country, a magic 
switch went on. Thousands of 
writers and editors who hadn’t 
dared touch the Snowden story 
on Tuesday couldn’t get enough 
of it on Wednesday. 

“The U.S. Has Attacked Chinese 
Networks for 15 Years,” said a 
headline in The Yangtze Daily. 
“Snowden Leaks Information 
About Prism to Reveal the Hy¬ 
pocrisy of the U.S. Government,” 
added The Wuhan Evening 
News. 

China Daily quoted a Chinese 
expert on American affairs say¬ 
ing, “For months, Washington 
has been accusing China of cy¬ 
berespionage, but it turns out the 
biggest threat to the pursuit of in¬ 
dividual freedom and privacy in 
the U.S. is the unbridled power of 
the government.” 

I don’t know whether Prism and 
the other programs truly stop ter¬ 
rorists. I have my doubts. What I 
do know is that if you are going 
to lecture the world about right 
and wrong - and if you’re trying 
to stop bad behavior - perhaps 
you shouldn’t be engaging in a 
version of that behavior yourself. 
Instead, this has become one of 
the trademarks of the Obama 
administration: decry human 
rights abuses abroad, but hold 
men in prison in Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, who have never 
been accused of a crime. Say all 
the right things about freedom 
of the press - even as you’re sub¬ 
poenaing reporters’ phone re¬ 
cords. And express outrage over 
Chinese hacking while carrying 
on a sophisticated spying opera¬ 
tion of your own citizens. It may 
seem to us a false equivalence, 
but the existence of Prism will 
make it far more difficult to force 
the Chinese to get serious about 
stopping their own hacking. 
Maybe America’s new motto 
should be: Do As We Say, Not As 
We Do. □ 




















A man offers jade for trade at a bazaar in Xinjiang province, China. Because gems are formed when molecules interact in extreme physical circumstances, the 
presence of gems like rubies and jade indicates past tectonic activity. (Shiho Fukada/The New York Times) 


Geology Clues: Glittering Gems Show Earth’s Story 


CARL ZIMMER 
© 2013 New York Times 

A jewelry store is an ar¬ 
chive of the Earth. Every 
gem fixed to every ring 
or necklace was forged 
deep inside our planet, ac¬ 
cording to its own recipe 
of elements, temperature 
and pressure. 

It has taken awhile, how¬ 
ever, for geologists to de¬ 
code the cookbook for 
gems. Jade, for example, 
puzzled geologists for de¬ 
cades. “For a long time 
people looked at this crazy 
rock, and it didn’t make 
any sense," said George 
Harlow, a geologist at the 
American Museum of Nat¬ 
ural History. Yet thanks to 
the research of Harlow and 
other geologists, jade now 
has a back story: It formed 
in dying oceans. 

The discovery of gems like 
rubies and jade thus signi¬ 
fies more than just a new 
supply of bling in jewelry 
stores. It tells geologists 
some important things 
about the planet. 

If rocks contain jade, the 


scientists can be fairly sure 
those rocks are a vestige 
of an ocean buried under¬ 
ground. Rubies, on the oth¬ 
er hand, appear in places 
where mountains formed 
from continental collisions, 
even if those mountains 
were eroded away millions 
of years ago. 

Gems may thus preserve 
precious clues to some of 
the most profound ques¬ 
tions about the life of our 
planet. 

The Earth is covered with 
tectonic plates. In some 
places, like off the coast 
of the northwestern Unit¬ 
ed States, ocean plates 
are being pushed under¬ 
neath continental ones. 
As the plates sink, they 
are squeezed to titanic 
pressures. They also get 
cooked. Under these ex¬ 
treme conditions, their at¬ 
oms are combined into 
new molecular arrange¬ 
ments that would never 
emerge anywhere else 
on Earth. Hot jets of min¬ 
eral-rich fluid rise from the 
plates, pushing up into 


the overlying rock. Among 
the things that emerge 
from that fluid is a mixture 
of sodium, aluminum, sili¬ 
con and oxygen known as 
jadeite - the most common 
form of jade. 

In the current issue of fhe 
journal Earth and Planetary 
Science Letters, Harlow 
and his colleagues report 
new findings that support 
this chain of events. At the 
bottom of the Caribbean 
Sea, they found jade-bear¬ 
ing deposits that are 30 mil¬ 
lion years older than the 
surrounding rock. That's 
what you would expect if 
jade-producing fluid rose 
up from sinking oceanic 
crusf long before ofher ma¬ 
terial from a sinking ocean 
plate. 

In the journal Geology, 
Harlow - writing with Robert 
J. Stern of the University of 
Texas at Dallas, Tatsuki Tsuji- 
mori of Okayama University 
in Japan and Lee A. Groat 
of the University of British 
Columbia - explores some 
stories that gems like jade 
can tell. Each is different. 


While jade is produced 
from dying oceans, for ex¬ 
ample, rubies are forged in 
newborn mountains. 

Some mountain ranges, 
like the Himalayas, were 
formed when two conti¬ 
nental plates collided. Fifty 
million years ago, the In¬ 
dian subcontinent was an 
isolated island. In a slow- 
motion crash, it plowed 
into Asia. The force of the 
impact crumpled rocks for 
hundreds of miles inland, 
producing mountains. 

As mountains rose over¬ 
head, the Indian plate 
slid underneath Asia. 
Once again, the rock was 
squeezed and heated. 
Continents are ringed by 
rocks like shale, formed 
from sediments washing off 
land. When crushed in this 
subterranean forge, shale 
can produce crystals of 
aluminum and oxygen. 

If these crystals stop de¬ 
veloping, they become 
sapphires, but the crystals 
may instead get pushed 
up toward the surface of 
the Earth. The overlying 


rock they move into is rich 
in chromium. The chromi¬ 
um atoms push the alumi¬ 
num atoms out of the crys¬ 
tals and take their place, 
giving them a red color. 
“When they get a little 
chromium in them, we call 
them rubies,” Stern said. 
The oldest deposits of jade 
and rubies dafe to only 
about 600 million years 
ago. The Earth itself is 
more than 4.5 billion years 
old, which naturally raises 
the question of why there 
aren’t any jade stones or 
rubies from the first nearly 4 
billion years of the planet's 
existence. 

Stern thinks the answer is 
that plate tectonics - the 
stirring of fhe planet's in¬ 
terior that drives plates 
around its surface - didn’t 
exist for most of Earth's his¬ 
tory. 

“I would say it started less 
than a billion years ago,” 
he said. 

That's a controversial idea 
in the geological commu¬ 
nity. Perhaps gems may 
someday resolve it.Q 

















